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FOR YEARS 


TOGAIN 
WEIGHT , 


lt wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up .. . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight .. . 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women’s heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It’s a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can't go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere . . . with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
...and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it’s so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that’s 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 








STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, atan extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 
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H DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No.45M " 
| P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 ' 
! Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not : 
‘ satisfied, | understand you will refund my money. | am adding $1 for postage [] Send me the ‘ 
1 and handling. : . 
1 30-Tablets size ! 
| Name for $7.95 ; 
i] 
! ! 
cess (] Send me the | 
1 City State Zip 60-Tablets size : 
‘ for $12.75 ' 
1 Copyright 1984 Deer Creek Products, Inc. j 
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BIG MUSCLES 2 it sur 
In 7 days MADE A MAN 


y 
OUT OF ‘MAC 
my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results Pa VSI aES 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful —> \ Tear gana 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. \> ; 


Sey 
Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are-you satisfied 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? te ,, 
























‘No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (4 ” 
turn you into a REAL: man! Believe me, I know 3 sf 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... a 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you’re covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 

So sure am I of how fast **Dynamic-Tension” 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course 






WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 






























CARN IT! I'm SICK AND TIRED OF | 
BEING A SCARECROW! CHARLES / 


ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
REAL Boovy. ALi ricHT! ILL Game”e 
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will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! apr MUSCLES! near 
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friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send courses In UY WONT SHOVE ME AROUND AGAIN! 





JIU JITSU~KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 

HAND BALANCING 


for full information. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1U 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 
CHEST? 
























MAGNETIC 
POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? 





BIG ARM MUSCLES? 


SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
Send for BB\_GRACE AND THE CROWD. 
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J) HERE'S THE KIND CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1U 

OF BODY | WANT P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station. 

New York. NY 10159 

| Oo teks Seer Show me how “Dynamic-Tension” can make 
| BIG ARM me a new man. Send for FREE illustrated infor- 

Oo MUSCLES mation, and details of your 7 Day Triat Offer. 
+ | C TIRELESS LEGS : No obligation. 
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-WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ePupisnea monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . .. Each 
issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 
... Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 
of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of “Ratings Analysis” 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING eusisheamontny) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, /nside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘‘Roll Call Of Champions’ — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ““Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down’ tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ““Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 

questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,”’ a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 

I Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 








Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 

TV SPORTS C1 NEW 

Box 48 1 RENEWAL 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
Address 
City Sale = 70 


36 Magazines For Only $42! 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue a g 
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DREAM TIME 
| finished reading that big battle 
royal (“Superstar Dream Match: The 
Greatest Battle Royal Ever!’ Summer 
1987). It was great. | wish there could 
be a real one like that. I’m glad 
Nikita Koloff won and gave the mon- 
ey to Magnum T.A. I’m also glad 
Magnum is okay and back, and | 
can’t wait to see him wrestle again. 
I'd like to see more about Magnum. 
And I'd like to tell Magnum: I'm 
glad to see you back. | love you. 
AMY ROBERTS 
Morristown, TN 


| just finished reading your Sum- 
mer 1987 issue. It was great! | really 
loved your dream match, the battle 
royal. It was excellent! | knew Nikita 
Koloff would win. | just adore him. | 
also really like The Rock ‘n’ Roll Ex- 
press. | think Rick Rude and Ragin’ 
Bull are dweebs! The Rock ‘n’ Rolls 
could beat them any time. 
| also enjoyed your “Superstar In- 
terview” with The Road Warriors. 
They are awesome! And Jim Corn- 
ette better watch out, because Jim 
and Ronnie Garvin will get him for 
what he did. 
LISA NIEMI 
Appleton, WI 


First, | would like to say that | 
really like your dream matches! | 
think a good dream match would be 
Road*Warrior Hawk vs. Road Warrior 
Animal. 

| was reading your Spring 1987 is- 
sue and | totally agree with Gloria 
Jacobs (“Fan Forum”). The bodies on 
those guys are awesome, especially 
Nikita Koloff and Randy Savage. 

Regarding your section in the 
same issue about banning the wres- 
tlers (“For Crimes Against Wrestling 


~~ 10 Terrors Must Be 


Many readers enjoyed last issue’s Dream Match battle royal won by Nikita Koloff (above 
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Send Letters To: 
FAN FORUM 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


BOX 48 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 
NY 11571 





left). We're not sure what reader Larry Munch thought of that dream match, but his views 
of Bobby Heenan (being bodyslammed by Hulk Hogan, above right) are clear. 


Banned!”), | totally disagree, particu- 
larly with banning Hulk Hogan, Jake 
Roberts, and Ric Flair. And the oth- 
ers certainly should not be banned 
just because they bring some excite- 
ment into wrestling, like Flair, Rob- 
erts, and Hulk do. 
KIMBERLY BOWMAN 
Columbus, KS 


LISTEN, WEASEL! 

I’m addressing this letter to the 
one and only “weasel” of profession- 
al wrestling, manager (if | should call 
him one) Bobby Heenan. 

Listen, stupid, you certainly have 
some nerve coming between Hulk 


Hogan and Andre the Giant and 
ruining their friendship. What is 
your grudge against Hogan anyway? 
You destroyed Ken Patera, are you 
going to destroy Andre the same 
way? You greedy son of a @*&#! 
| hope one day Billy Jack Haynes, 
Junkyard Dog, and, of course, Hulk 
Hogan, bodyslam your rear end into 
the ground so hard you'll never get 
up. Your jealousy has gotten you no- 
where. If you would become truth- 
ful, the fans probably would not call 
you “weasel” anymore. 
LARRY MUNCH 
Elk Grove, CA 
(Continued on page 50) 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Iilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes; small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 





PWI T-SHIRT 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PW/ T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel, Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI *'Skyflyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 





PWI CAP PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 

PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 
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Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 


Box 48 
| PWI T-SHIRT F Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
ep OCRy ize BAS) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 








NAME 


ADDRESS APT 





CITY STATE ZIP 





Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. I 
; funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE {Small ()Medium (Large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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ted suicide on April 12. Many feel that his bout with toxic shock syndrome, coupled with 
the pressure of being a celebrity, drove him to that tragic extreme. 


EARLY A MONTH after the sui- 

cide death of 23-year-old Mike 
Von Erich, family, friends, and fans of 
the young star continue to wonder 
why he did it. Gary Holder, a pastor 
and preacher from Dallas who has 
known the Von Erichs for many 
years, advanced a few theories. 

“Mike was a good guy, and good 
guys hurt worse,” said Holder, who 
presided over funeral services for 
both Mike and brother David three 
years ago. “I'll guarantee you that 
the biggest fight of Mike’s life wasn’t 
in the ring. It was trying to handle 
what was happening to him, because 
Mike was a good guy.” 

Von Erich took a lethal dose of the 
tranquilizer Placidyl on Sunday, April 
12, in Lake Lewisville, Texas, just 
one day after he was arrested for 
driving while intoxicated, possession 
of a controlled substance, and pos- 
session of two ounces of marijuana. 
Mike was released from jail at 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday and was last seen 
outside his apartment an hour and a 
half later. 


“After he almost died from toxic 
shock syndrome, he was never the 
same,” said Holder. ‘It just seemed 
like he had a hair trigger temper. 
Things just annoyed him. He lost the 
ability to cope, and, yes, I'd definitely 
attribute that to the disease. 

“It bothered him that these things 
happened, the arrests and the inci- 
dent with the emergency room doc- 
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tor. [Mike was found not guilty in that 
case.] Mike was struggling so hard. 
The guy he disappointed most was 
himself. Normally, a DWI isn’t the 
end of the world, but to Mike it was. 
He didn’t like being out of control. 
And being a Von Erich, there’s that 
much more pressure.” 

Mike’s body was found in a sleep- 
ing bag on Thursday, April 16. He 
was buried two days later at Grove 
Hill Cemetery following funeral ser- 
vices at the First Baptist Church of 
Dallas. Over 500 people came to pay 
their respects. 

The AWA World heavyweight title 
has been held up pending an investi- 
gation into challenger Curt Hennig’s 
apparent victory over Nick 
Bockwinkel. 

Hennig, who recently turned on tag 
team partner Greg Gagne to join the 
rulebreakers’ camp, was joined at 
ringside by a tuxedoed Larry Zbyszko 
for his match against Bockwinkel. 
During the 26th minute of the match, 
Zbyszko handed Hennig a weapon. 

(Continued on page 54) 





Curt Hennig ensnares Nick Bockwinkel in a headlock. Hennig pinned Bockwinkel in an AWA 
World title match, but the title has been held up pending a complete investigation into the 


validity of the pin. 
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GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 87 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 








When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “‘First Class Subscriber” will get: 





@ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 87, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 
photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 





® Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 








Four issues of Wrestling 87 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of $5.00 off the newsstand price. 

r Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 87 and Wrestling Superstars— 

A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 as payment in full. 





Make Check Payable And Send To: CL] NEW ONLY 
TV SPORTS -] RENEWAL 
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Jim Cornette: “The Midnight Express is 
stronger than it’s ever been. Mama 
said there was a missing link in the 
team, and she was right. | didn’t waste 
any time in getting Sweet Stan Lane, 
did |? As for the ratings committee of 
this magazine rating the Express lower 
because there’s been a change, let me 
say this: | will prove to you idiots that 
we are the greatest team in the world. 
My tennis racket is smarter than The 
Road Warriors, and it packs a better 
punch,” 





Nikita Koloff: “This Lex Luger make me 
laugh. He say Nikita afraid of him. 
Who he fooling? | could crush Luger 
very easy, Any time he like to come in 
ring | will face him. Nikita take U.S.A. 
title very seriously. Anybody who want 
shot at belt can get it. Luger has 
Horsemen behind him, but Nikita 
have Dusty Rhodes and Road War- 
riors. This what you call—how you 
say?—balance-of-power. | would like to 
see how Luger would act if Horsemen 
were not in his corner.” 


Rick Steamboat: ‘Randy Savage, let 
there be no doubt in your mind that 
1987 has indeed been The Year of the 
Dragon. First | won the Intercontinen- 
tal belt from you. Yes, Mr. Savage, that 
hurts, doesn’t it? Now comes the news 
from my wife Bonnie that there’s a 
little Dragon in the oven. Makes you 
want to crawl under a rock, doesn’t it, 
Savage? It was one-on-one at Wrestle 
Mania, and the better man won. Think 
about that before you 
mouth.” 


run your 
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Nick Bockwinkel: “Ah, yes, Curt 
Hennig is mouthing off again about 
how soon he'll win the title and how 
he’s finally got my number. Well, Mr. 
Hennig, let me tell you this: | have 
been AWA champion four different 
times for a combined period of 9% 
years. This most recent reign has 
lasted for nearly a year. In other 
words, | have dominated this sport like 
no other champion this decade. I'll let 
you think about that before we step in 
the ring again.” 









Iceman Parsons: ‘Turns out Chris Ad- 
ams had a lot more problems than 
what | did to him. Even a nice guy like 
Terry Taylor couldn’t stand being a 
partner to that fool jailbird. He thinks 
he had troubles before, but that ain’t 
nothin’ compared to what’s up ahead. 
Me and about 10 other guys can’t wait 
to get our hands on him. It’s like I said 
before: Chris Adams, you're gonna 
wish you was back in jail. That’s what 
happens when you cross The Iceman.” 





Austin: Idol: “Did you see what we did 
to Jerry Lawler? Cut off his hair. That’s 
what he gets for acting like he’s God’s 
gift to the world. There’s a new king in 
Memphis, and his name is Austin Idol. 
| don’t know if there’s any way he'll 
ever beat me again after the way | 
humiliated him. It’s time for Lawler to 
retire. In fact, the fans are demanding 
it. He’s hogged all the credit around 
here for too long. I'll even throw him 


a going away party.” 
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Bobby Heenan: “| don’t care how long 
it takes or how many of my men it 
takes, | will destroy Ken Patera if it’s 
the last thing | do! Nobody humiliates 
The Brain! That humanoid broke my 
neck on purpose, when all | was trying 
to do was have a civilized debate. 
Patera, you came back too soon, pal. 
Sure, you did a lot of weightlifting 
when you were in prison, but how 
much wrestling did you do? None. 
That’s why your comeback is gonna 
be over before it starts.” 





Steve Williams: “Just when | had One 
Man Gang all figured out, he loses the 
UWF title to Big Bubba Rogers: |.don’t 
know much about Bubba—yet. But 
Bubba is the same kind of wrestler 
that Gang is: a big guy who relies on 
his strength. So | have him beat when 
it comes to pure wrestling. He’s got 
Skandor Akbar in his corner, just like 
Gang did. But as long as Akbar stays 
out of the way, that won’t be a prob- 
lem. That title is gonna be mine any 
day now.” 


s 





Ole Anderson: “People talk about how 
important family is, and they're right. 


It’s very important. Unfortunately, 
some people don’t think that way, 
people like J.J. Dillon and Ric Flair and 
Arn Anderson. | taught that boy more 
about wrestling in a year than Dillon 
and his pals could teach him in a life- 
time. But when push comes to shove, 
the kid sticks with his Horsemen 
friends, Well, Arn, have it your way. 
But remember, there are some things | 
didn’t teach you.” 






Nord the Barbarian: “Listen up, Kevin 
Von Erich. | want your World Class 
title and | want it now! I’m sick of how 
these wimpy referees protect you. All | 
need is one clean shot at you and that 
belt’s as good as around my waist. I'll 
take any matches that Gary Hart signs 
for me, but | want you now, Von 
Erich. You think you can stop me? No! 
That’s the answer. No, no, no! I’m big- 
ger and stronger than you are. You 
might as well forfeit the belt!’’ 





Honky Tonk Man: “Ladies and gentle- 
men, I'd like to thank you all very 
much for the support you’ve given 
me. Me and Col, Jimmy Hart appreci- 
ate it. But we don’t appreciate Jake 
‘The Snake’ Roberts. When he laid his 
greasy hands on my manager at Wres- 
tleMania, he didn’t know what he was 
getting into. The Honky Tonk Man is 
gonna do the shake, rattle, and roll up 
and down The Snake’s spine, | can 
assure you. One more thing, | am defi- 
nitely not afraid of the DDT.” 






Jimmy Snuka: “Let me tell all the won- 
derful people out there in the wonder- 
land that there is a sensibility of truism 
that has forced the ‘evil Col. DeBeers 
to flee the AWA like a rabbit escaping 
the lava flow of the most violent explo- 
sion. It’s true, brudder, that DeBeers is 
gone, and he is never to return, never 
to taint the wrestling world with his 
narrowminded thoughts of evil and ha- 
tred. The spirit of the islands is alive 
again.” 
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Superstar Dream Match 


THE CAN-AM |. 
CONNECTION * WARRIORS 


COMPARING THE COMBATANT S: 


The Road Warriors 
Road Waltior Hawk stands 62/2" and weighs re eelinend . Road War- 
__ rior Animal stands 6’1” and weighs 288 pounds . . . Were voted Tag — 
Team of the Year three times consecutively, from 1983 to 1985... . Held 
_ the Georgia National tag team title for parts of 1: 3, and 1984... 
‘Won the AWA World tag team title in 1984 ... Won the inaugural Crockett 
Cup tournament in 1986 . . . Currently All Japan International tag team 


% 


champs. . Biggest strength: vicious double-teaming . . . Biggest weak- 


_ness: inability to wrestle from ee 


The Can-Am Connection im “a 
Rick Martel stands 6’1”’ and weighs 236 pounds. . . Tom Zenk stands 
6'12” and weighs 237 pounds . . . Martel was AWA World champion — 
from May 1984 to December 1985... . Martel held the WWF World tag 
belts with Tony Garea twice in the early 80s . . . Zenk is a former Pacific 
Northwest champ and PNW tag team champ with Scott Doring. . 


| Trained by Martel, Zenk regards Rick as his mentor . . . . Biggest strength: 
me rears aerial attack and scientific skills . . . Pigaget pene: ae 


_ Zenk'si inexperience. . wh erie 





THE ROAD 


HE ROAD WARRIORS and The Can-Am Connec- 
tion are two of the most popular tag teams in 
wrestling, and for totally different reasons. Two teams 
could not be less similar in style, appearance, and the 
way they've gone about achieving their success. 
The Road Warriors—Hawk and Animal—are the 
former AWA World tag team champions and current- 
ly the number one contenders for the NWA World 
title. They are three-time winners of the Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated Tag Team of the Year honor, having 
won the award consecutively from 1983 through 
1985. They also won the $1 million first prize at the 
inaugural Crockett Cup last year. 
The Can-Am Connection—Rick Martel and Tom 
Zenk—was formed late last year upon their arrival in 
the WWF. It’s an unusual combination of an accom- 





plished veteran and a rising young star. Martel, a 30- 
year-old native of Quebec City, Quebec, is the former 
AWA World heavyweight champion and one of the 
most accomplished individuals in the sport. Zenk, who 
was born in Minnesota but now calls Montreal home, 
has been in the sport for only three years and is his 
teammate’s eager pupil. 

The Warriors are rugged, fierce, strong, and they love 
to brawl. The Can-Ams are slim, well-built, acrobatic, 
and rely on aerial maneuvers. And when two teams 
with such contrasting styles—but with such immense 
skill and popularity—meet in the ring, something special 
is bound to happen. Unfortunately, the two teams wres- 
tle in different federations and might never meet. Fortu- 
nately, there's this “Dream Match” to bring these 
superteams together in a battle of your imagination. 


In each issue, Wrestling Superstars will present a 
sensational Dream Match, a spectacular battle involving the sport’s 


greatest athletes. It’s unlikely this match will ever happen 
anywhere—except in the pages of this magazine and the arena of your 
roy g um hast-lephitcheley ch 
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Capt. Lou Albano feels he has spent 
enough time in retirement and finally 
decides that it is time to return to the 
sport he loves. 

“The Captain, he loves fighting the 
fight against multiple sclerosis, an ugly, 
a deadly disease that must be defeated, 
and he loves meeting his fans and 
making movies, but I must admit, I'm 
getting a little itchy,” said the man 
widely considered to be the greatest 
manager in the history of the game. 
“The only problem is, I'm confused. 
Yes, | must admit, the Captain is con- 
fused. I'm not sure where to go, I'm 
not sure which team deserves my 
prized services the most.” 

He didn’t plan it that way (then 





what we're doing wrong. Maybe we 
need a manager.” 

So, when Albano made his surprise 
announcement, it didn't take a wres- 
tling genius to put two and two togeth- 
er. The Road Warriors wanted the 
NWA title, and who better to lead 
them to the promised land than Alba- 
no, the man who has managed 15 dif- 
ferent teams to tag team champion- 
ships. The Can-Am Connection was 
looking for a manager, and nobody 
knows the WWF like Lou Albano. 

Within hours of Albano’s press con- 
ference, he was contacted by both Ani- 
mal and Martel. Each man offered Al- 
bano a sizeable contract, more money 
than the Captain had ever made in 
wrestling. Both men offered Albano the 
opportunity to manage one of the fin- 
est tag teams in the world. And both 


again, maybe he did!), but Albano's 
timing couldn't have been better. Just 
. two weeks prior to Albano's announce- 
ment, Paul Ellering, manager of The 
Road Warriors, decided to take a one- 
year leave of absence from the sport. 
In a written statement, Ellering said, 
“Tag team wrestling is one of the most 
complex types of athletic competition. | 
will use my one-year leave to make an 
intense study of various tag team styles 
and develop new strategies that will 
make The Road Warriors an even 
more lethal unit. Meanwhile, Hawk and 
Animal are free to choose a replace- 
ment manager for the interim.” 





Capt. Lou Albano’s decision to come out of 
retirement is the impetus for The Can-Am 
Connection and The Road Warriors meeting 
each other in this issue’s Dream Match. 


A similar situation was brewing in 
the WWF, where The Can-Am Connec- 
tion was trying to wrest the tag team 
belts from The Hart Foundation, “Tom 
(Zenk] and I are more talented than 
any team in the WWF, especially the 
Harts, but | don’t understand why we 
can’t win the belts,” said Martel. “May- 
be we need some direction. Maybe we 
just need someone who can point out 


men offered Albano a unique chal- 
lenge: to win a world title. 

One week following his announce- 
ment, Albano called another press con- 
ference. Wrestling journalists from 
around the world gathered at Albano’s 
sprawling New York residence, expect- 
ing to hear him reveal which team he 
had chosen. This time, however, Alba- 
no had something even more shocking 
to reveal. 

“The Captain has reviewed offers 
from many teams,” said Albano. “Upon 
careful review with my staff, | have 
narrowed my decision down to The 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 





June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler, 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include; Andre, Wres- 
tling ll, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling |, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 


July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 


October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka, 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

F 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
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September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 
October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. ‘ 
December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 
January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco, 
February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 
March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

| 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 
May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 
June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 
August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 
October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
pine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zb 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 
May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 
June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 
July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 
August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol, 
October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 
December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 
January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 





March 1982/Stories include; Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 
April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 
July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 
sg se 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair, 
December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1983/Stories include: Putskl, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
duly 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include; Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include; Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine, 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories inciude: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include; Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 





July 1974/Stories include; Garea, Zbys- 

zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 

November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 

vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 

Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 

September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 

caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 

Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 

Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
bano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

cumna 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 

September 1976/Stories include: An- 

dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 

caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 

December 1976/Stories include: 

Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 

January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 

Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 

October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 

November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 

ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne, 

December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 

Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 

Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 

Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Andre, Hansen, 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
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November 1978/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 

December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 

martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 

January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 

February 1979/Stories include: Race, 

Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 

Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan, 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 

perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 
1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 

Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 

vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 

Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 

Garvin. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 

Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 

Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 

Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 

Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 

dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 

Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 

September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 

caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 

November 1980/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 

January 1981/Stories include: Race, 

Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 

lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 

Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 


May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
reuny, 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
iBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich, 
May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 
June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
Rogers, Orton. 

ender include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Ll 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhode: 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include; Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 
April 1984/Stories include; Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 
May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase- 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 





Amount Enclosed: $ 


November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A,, Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 
June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Yon 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 
August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
“Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include; Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include; Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Storiés include: War- 
tiors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndortf, Taylor, Flair. 
March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 
April 1987/Stories include; Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 
May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 
June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include; Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 


ONLY 
$3.00 EACH 
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Road Warriors and The Can-Am Con- 
nection. However, at this point in my 
career, | am not interested in money. | 
already am a very rich man. | have no 
interest in improving my already in- 
credible reputation. That would be 
impossible. 

“Therefore, | have come to a deci- 
sion to make no decision. I contacted 
both teams and they have both agreed 
to my proposal. The Road Warriors 
and The Can-Am Connection will, meet 
in a head-to-head tag team match. The 
winner will be rewarded with my ser- 
vices for an entire year.” 


ee ie ee 






Albano's latest press conference 
shakes the wrestling world. Immediate- 
ly, promoters from all corners of the 
globe engage in a bidding war for the 
rights to the match. But it quickly be- 
comes apparent that money is not an 
issue in this match when Road Warrior 
Hawk makes the following statement: 

“There's more to this than Mr. Alba- 
no's services,” says Hawk. “Me and An- 
imal have been hearing a lot of crap 
lately about how great The Can-Am 
Connection is. Well, if you ask me, 
they’re nothing compared to The Le- 
gion of Doom. We're awesome. Rick 
Martel and Tom Zenk are just a couple 
of neo-maxi zoom dweebies. | call ‘em 
The Flying Wimps.” 

Naturally, Zenk has an answer for 
Hawk. “That's quite a statement com- 
ing from a team that has never used a 
scientific maneuver,” says Zenk. “Those 
guys think they can get by on power 
and brawling, but they've never met a 
team quite like the Can-Ams. They 
can't hit us if they can’t catch us, and 
they're never even gonna see us.” 

The two teams’ differences extend 
far beyond their styles, however. Al- 
most any site in the world is available 
for this epic battle, but neither team 
can agree on one arena. The Road 
Warriors, immensely popular in the 
United States and Japan, demand that 
the match be held in one of their 
“home” arenas. The Can-Am Connec- 
tion, whdse popularity extends the 
greatest through the northern U.S. and 
eastern Canada, particularly Quebec, 
want the match to be held in one of 
their “home” arenas. 

Once again, a decision is reached by 
making no decision at all. Another 
press conference is held, and Albano 
makes another surprise announcement. 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 15) 





= SR ' 


Hawk is chastised by Japanese referee Joe Higuchi as Animal looks on. The second 
meeting of the three-bout dream match series takes place in Tokyo. 


“It would be grossly unfair for both 
teams not to have an equal shot at 
getting the Captain,” says Albano. “For 
this reason, a three-match series will be 
held at three different sites.” 

Each team is given the opportunity 
to pick a site for one match. The Road 
Warriors choose the beautiful 52,000- 
seat Jingu Stadium in Tokyo, Japan. 
The Can-Ams select Olympic Stadium 
in Montreal, Canada. And, taking into 
account that all four men once wres- 
tled in the American Wrestling Associa- 
tion, the Hubert H. Humphrey Metro- 
dome in Minneapolis, Minnesota, is 
picked by Albano as the site for the 
third and deciding match, if that match 
is necessary. 

Finally, the loose ends are tied up. 
The three matches will be held over a 
one-week period. The first match will 
be wrestled on Christmas Day in Mon- 
treal. The second match will be held 
three days later in Japan. The third 
match, if necessary, will be held on 
New Year's Day in Minnesota. The 
matches will be broadcast live in the 
United States and Canada by ESPN. 
Tony Schiavone and Jesse Ventura are 
selected to handle the play-by-play ac- 
tion, and it is announced that Paul El- 
lering, studying in Japan, will do guest 
commentary at the Tokyo match. 

Each match will be one fall with a 
90-minute time limit. There’s also an 
unusual stipulation: A three-man board 
of judges will select a winner if the 
time limit is reached without a pin, 
submission, or disqualification. “The 
AWA did this with its Easter tag team 
tournament and it was very effective,” 
says one match promoter. The judges 
chosen are AWA President Verne 


Gagne, Pro Wrestling Illustrated Senior 
Editor Bill Apter, and Buddy Rogers, 
the only man to have held both the 
NWA and WWF World titles. 

To avoid possible federation bias, the 
teams agree that two referees will 
oversee each match: Tommy Young 
from the NWA and Joe Marella from 
the WWF, two of the most respected 
officials in the sport. Everything is in 
place as the date of the first match 
approaches. Insiders report that the 
two teams have never been in better 
shape. 

“There's some Canadian bacon that’s 
gonna be achin’ ” says Animal. “Those 
guys have done a lot of talking, but 
they're gonna have to back up their 
actions. From what I've heard, they're 
nothing compared to The Midnight Ex- 
press, and we all know what The Mid- 
night Express are.” 

“Talk is cheap,” says Martel. “Our 
actions will speak for us. | remember 
when The Road Warriors were in the 
AWA. They never impressed me. This 
shouldn't be much of a problem. | say 






we'll win two straight.” 
fe o 1A T CF | ONE: ’ 


domed Olympic Stadium, some paying 
upwards of $150 for a ringside seat. 
Tickets for match one, which went on 
sale one day after Thanksgiving, were 
sold in less than a week, and scalpers 
outside the Stadium are demanding up 
to three times face value for the best 
seats. On hand for the event are hun- 
dreds of press, television, and radio 

(Continued on page 20) 
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people from the United States and 
Japan. 

Some of wrestling’s most famous 
personalities are also in attendance. 
WWF head Vince McMahon is seated 
at ringside with NWA promoter Jim 
Crockett. This alone is one of the most 
unusual pairings in wrestling history. 
Rick Morton and Robert Gibson are 
also there, along with The British Bull- 
dogs, a team once managed by 
Albano. 

As match time approaches, The 
Road Warriors apply their fearsome 
makeup in the dressing room and put 
on new spiked leather outfits, specially 
designed for the series. In a dressing 
room on the other side of the arena, 
Zenk and Martel go through last-minute 
calisthenics. In the ring, the officials 
and judges are introduced to the 
crowd. An air of anticipation hangs 
over the crowd as the lights dim in 
Olympic Stadium; match one is just 
minutes away. 

The sound of Black Sabbath’s “Iron 
Man” blares over the sound system, but 
that’s no recording the fans are hear- 
ing. The Road Warriors booked the 
world-famous rock group to play their 
theme song live at all three shows, and 
the overall effect of Animal and Hawk 
entering the ring to the real thing is 
overwhelming. 

But things are different on this night. 
In Montreal, the Warriors are the vil- 
lains and the fans boo loudly as Animal 
and Hawk make their entrance. A 
small group of fans toss garbage at the 
Warriors, and Animal and Hawk go 
after their detractors. Somehow, securi- 
ty guards manage to break things up. 

Then, Martel and Zenk appear out of 
the dressing room and the crowd rises 
to its feet. Martel is one of the most 
popular figures in Canadian sports his- 
tory, particularly with the female fans, 
and Zenk is following in his footsteps. It 
quickly becomes apparent that the 
WWF team will have a huge home 
ring advantage. 

Lou Albano grabs the ring micro- 
phone, greets the crowd, and _intro- 
duces the teams. He shakes the hands 
of all four men and wishes them luck. 
He steps out of the ring, puts the 
match in the hands of Young and 
Marella, and sounds the timekeeper’s 
bell. Match one is underway. 

As expected, the aggressive Road 
Warriors take control early. Animal is 
matched up against the veteran Martel 
and delivers a series of forearm smash- 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 18) 


COT Oninye 


Rick Martel dropkicks Harley Race. The 
Can-Ams would rely on their aerial 
strengths against the Warriors. 


es that shake the Canadian. Martel re- 
sponds with a pair of forearm smashes 
that have little effect on Animal. Ani- 
mal swings Martel into the ring ropes, 
and Martel comes back with a flying 
dropkick that barely makes the War- 
rior budge. 

Animal tags off quickly and Hawk 
squares off against Martel. Martel tries 
to get something going by coming off 
the ropes, but Hawk, in a move that 
startles everyone, knocks Martel to the 
mat with a stunning flying dropkick. 
Apparently, the Warriors have decided 
to incorporate a high degree of aerial 
maneuvers into their game plan. 

Martel, barely hurt but surely 
amazed, tags off to Zenk, but its obvi- 
ous that the youngster is overmatched. 
Hawk slams Zenk’s head into the turn- 
buckle, then flips Zenk into Animal's 
outstretched knee. Zenk is dazed. Bare- 
ly three minutes have passed and The 
Road Warriors already look like the 
superior team. 

Slowly, however, the Can-Ams get 
back into the match. The next 15 min- 
utes graphically display the differences 
between the two teams. The Warriors 
try to overpower the Can-Ams, but 
Martel and Zenk are fast and smart. 
Although they're unable to hurt the 
Warriors, they have Animal and Hawk 
confused. A ringside reporter points out 
that this matchup is very much like the 
Sugar Ray Leonard-Marvin Hagler box- 
ing match. Finesse against power. 
Which one will win? 

At about the 30-minute mark, things 
take a turn for the worse for the Can- 


Ams, Although they have succeeded in 
frustrating the Warriors, they have also 
managed to wear themselves out. Most 
of their dropkicks and aerial maneu- 
vers are missing by a wide margin. 
And although Martel and Zenk are 
both in fine shape, it’s apparent that 
they can be overpowered by the much 
bigger Road Warriors. 

Having stayed on the defensive long 
enough, the Warriors go on a fierce 
offensive. Animal powerslams Martel, 
then bodypresses him above his head 
and throws him to the ground. He does 
it again, lifting Martel above him as if 
he were a feather, pressing him a few 
times, and tossing him to the canvas 
once more. Martel grabs at his back, 
obviously in pain, and crawls to his 
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Animal powerslams Stan Lane to the can- 
vas. Power moves would be the Warriors’ 
main offense against the quicker Can-Ams. 


corner, but Animal takes him by the 
head and throws him toward Hawk. 
Hawk then puts Martel in a full-nel- 
son while Animal pounds away at his 
exposed head and chest. Referee 
Young manages to break things up, but 
in just a matter of seconds the Warriors 
are back on the offensive. Animal tags 
off, and Hawk continues the assault. He 
throws Martel into the ropes and 
comes in with a flying shouldersmash. 
Then, he picks Martel up off the 
ground and starts pounding away at his 
abdomen. 
Martel breaks free, but it’s obvious 
that the Can-Ams are in trouble. Only 
(Continued on page 62) 
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Curt Hennig throws Greg Gagne back into the ring. The two old friends broke up after 


losing a tag team match in a tournament held to decide the top contenders to The Midnight 
Rockers, It isn’t the first dispute between them. 


URT HENNIG STILL hasn’t 
forgotten May 17, 1986. That 
evening in Hammond, Indiana, Hennig 
and Scott Hall lost the AWA World 
tag team belts to Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers in a match so controver- 
sial, it’s become a permanent part of 
wrestling lore. 
Hennig and Hall lost. the belts by 
countout, which by itself is unusual 
because AWA titles can only change 
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hands on submissions or pinfalls. But 
for that night, and that night only, 
AWA officials allowed the champion- 
ship to change hands in this unusual 
manner. Unfortunately, nobody in 
the arena, except for the referee and 
AWA officials, knew about it. And, to 
add to the controversy, the countout 
rule hasn’t been invoked since. It was 
purely a one-shot deal, 

Ever since that night, Curt Hennig 





hasn’t been the same. Months later, 
Hennig was still so upset over the loss 
that he struck his longtime friend and 
partner Greg Gagne after they lost a 
tag team match. Hennig apologized 
and, fortunately, Gagne was very 
understanding. 

But it happened again on Easter 
Sunday in the Minnesota Auditorium, 
and this time it looks like Hennig 
means business. In round three of the 
AWA’s tag team tournament for 
$50,000 and a future shot at tag team 
champions The Midnight Rockers, 
Hennig and Gagne were wrestling Bo- 
ris Zukhov and Stanislaus Ustinov 
when things got out of hand. 

Hennig was holding Zukhoy when 
Gagne went to smash the Russian. But 
Zukhov ducked and Hennig was hit in 
the head. Dazed, Hennig left the ring 
while Zukhov and Gagne continued to 
slug it out. Gagne then went for a tag, 
but Hennig refused. Zukhoy took ad- 
vantage of the situation and pinned 
Gagne. 

That ended the match and started a 
feud. Gagne and Hennig started ex- 
changing punches and had to be bro- 
ken up by D.J. Petersen and a crew of 
referees. Gagne and Hennig were sepa- 
rated, but not for long. Their battles 
are now being fought in AWA arenas 
throughout the country, a 1987 version 
of the old Verne Gagne-Larry Hennig 
feud. 

Associate Editor Dave Rosenbaum 
flew to Minneapolis to interview a very 
bitter Hennig. As Rosenbaum entered 
the room, Hennig was watching films 
of his father wrestling Verne Gagne. 





WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: 


Ah, the old Verne Gagne-Larry 
Hennig matches. You know, 
there are some people who call 
that feud the most intense feud 
in AWA history. Of course, 
your father was hated in those 
days, so I guess the apple 
doesn’t fall far from the tree, 
does it? 


CURT HENNIG: 


Ws: 


WS: 


CH: 


24 


Now what the heck is that sup- 
posed to mean? 

You know what I’m_ talking 
about, Curt. Your father was 
one of the most vicious men in 
wrestling history, one of the 
most untrustworthy, and a horri- 
ble rulebreaker. We really 
couldn’t expect his son to be any 
different, now, could we? 


: You’ve got a lot of guts talking 


my father down like that. My fa- 
ther was a great star and I’ve al- 
ways been proud of him. Listen 
up, Rosenbaum. If you’re gonna 
sit there all day and badmouth 
my father, then I’m not gonna 
put up with it, hear? 
This has nothing to do with 
badmouthing your father. I admit 
that your father was a great wres- 
tler. It’s just that he was a rule- 
breaker, pure and simple, and 
now, after years of being a fan 
favorite, you’re finally following 
in his footsteps, right? 
I should only hope to one day be 
as great as my father, but if 
you’re calling me a rulebreaker, 
then you’re out of your mind. 
Who changed the rules last year 
when me and Scott lost the belts? 
Don’t you even read your own 
magazines? I talked to one of 
your fellow editors, that Andy 
Rodriguez guy, just a few months 
ago and I told him what hap- 
pened. They changed the rules on 
us and I’ve never gotten an expla- 
nation from [AWA President 
Stanley] Blackburn. Well, that 
proved to me that there are no 
rules. The only thing that’s im- 
portant is winning. 

(Continued on page 56) 





Hennig has AWA World hangin Nick Bockwinkel at his mercy (above). He catches the 
champion in an armbar (below). Over the past several months, Hennig has been Bockwink- 
el’s most persistent challenger. 





THE SUMMER 
SPECTACULAR? 


The BIG September Issue Of 


Tr C?*stlin 


ILLUSTRATED 












More Pages! Expanded Color! 





Featuring PWI’s Exclusive Full-Color Coverage Of: 
@ WrestleMania III 

@ Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup Tournament 

@ UWF SuperBlast At The Superdome 

@ David Von Erich Memorial Parade Of Champions 

e AWA Tag Team Spectacular 

@ Plus All The Regular PWI Features 


PWI’s Summer Spectacular issue is cover-dated “September 1987’ 
On Sale June 23— Wherever Magazines Are Sold 


PRO 
\ j je (SS iN ing 
, LLUSTRAT 
PW/I’s Summer Spectacular issue is cover-dated “September 1987” 
On Sale Now—Wherever Magazines Are Sold 





NWA Tag Champs 
““WE DEMAND TO BE 


F NOTHING ELSE, the topic 1s 

hot, good for discussion in bars and 
for getting through a boring subway 
ride. Who is the number-one tag team 
in the world? The Road Warriors or 
NWA World tag team champions Rick 
Rude and Manny Fernandez? On the 
face of it, the situation appears to defy 
logic. The Warriors have not held a 
major tag team title in almost two 
years. Their current status, as All-Ja- 
pan International tag team champions, 
is something of a joke in locker rooms 
around the country. 

“‘Who’d they defeat for the title?’’ 
one is asked. 
“They beat Jumbo Tsuruta and 





World tag team title. 


Rick Rude grinds his nails into Robert Gib- 
son’s neck. Rude and Manny Fernandez 
beat The Rock ’n’ Roll Express for the NWA 


, 


Genichiro Tenyru,”’ is the reply. 
“Gesundheit,” is the punchline. 
The Road Warriors have suffered 

losses at the unlikely hands of Steve 

Regal and Jim Garvin, The Midnight 

Express, and ... surprise, Rick Rude 

and Manny Fernandez. Yet they con- 

tinue to maintain their number-one 
ranking. This has created a state of 
affairs, according to the NWA tag 
champs, that may inflict irreparable 
damage to the integrity of the sport. 

“Tt’s like being mugged in bright 
daylight,’ says Rude. On his best 
days, Rick Rude is impolite and bois- 
terous, indulging in the most excessive 
forms of vanity and narcissism. ‘‘Rav- 


ishing,’’ the nickname he coined for 
himself some time ago, is outraged at 
the slightest slight—real or imagined— 
and rarely keeps his feelings hidden. 
This time around, however, many peo- 
ple agree with him. 





















Rude & Fernandez: 
RATED NUMBER ONE!’ 


Is it outrageous for NWA World tag team champions Manny 
Fernandez and Rick Rude to demand the number one ranking in 
the world? The Road Warriors think it is. And so do the editors 


“Does it make any sense?’ he cries. 
“‘We’ve beaten the Warriors, we’ve 
beaten the Rock n’ Rolls—we’re the 











of Wrestling Superstars 


damn World champions! What have 
the Warriors done lately? Beaten a 
couple egg rolls in Tokyo? They walk 
around with some dime store belt and 
call themselves the best tag team in the 
world? They ain’t nothing! ‘Ravishing’ 
and ‘Raging’ are the tag team of the 
*80s. But the fans are too stupid to 
recognize it, and the magazine ratings 
are too stupid to recognize it! There’s 
no reason we shouldn’t be rated num- 
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“Fernandez punches Gibson. Rude and 


ber one, and we demand an 
explanation!”’ 

At face value, Rude’s skittishness 
seems justified. He and Fernandez 
have defeated everyone in their path. 
They are the NWA World tag team 
champions. They do not duck chal- 
lengers. Those facts speak for them- 
selves. What Rude Rude fail to recog- 
nize is that the Top 10 singles and tag 


team ratings in Wrestling Superstars 
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nandez can’t believe they aren't ranked as 
the number-one team in the world, ahead of 
The Road Warriors. 
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and its sister publications are not based 
merely on won-lost records and who 
holds particular titles. 

“The Top 10s are a consensus of 
our editorial board,’’ says Senior Edi- 
tor Bill Apter. “‘As we’ve often ex- 
plained in ‘Ratings Analysis,’ the Top 
10 has nothing to do with the individ- 
ual federation and area ratings, even 
though they are presented on the same 
two-page spread. To put it simply, 
when compiling the Top 10, the editors 
are saying who they feel has earned the 
distinction of being the best individual 
wrestler or tag team. 

“There are criteria for those choices, 
but largely the standards for excellence 
are in the minds of the individual edi- 
tors. Conceivably, one editor can de- 
duct from a team because he feels that 
they have achieved their success by 
breaking the rules, or by managerial 
interference, or that they’ve retained 
their titles too many times by self- 
disqualification. 

“Tt is the consensus opinion of this 
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LA - — ——_ ~ 
Rude piledrives Road Warrior Hawk (above). 
Fernandez interferes with Hawk's attempt to 
pin Rude (below). There are several reasons 
why “Ravishing” and ‘Ragin’ " Bull aren't 
top-rated. 





editorial board that The Road War- 
riors are still the best team in the 
world. And also that they, given a fair 
set of circumstances, could defeat any 
team listed below them in the ratings.” 

One editor, Eddie Ellner, has been a 
vehement supporter of Rude and Fer- 
nandez’s claim to the number-one 
spot. “So smitten are fans with the 
Warriors’ precipitous ascent to the top 
that many fail to realize their best days 
may be behind them,’’ he says. “‘Hav- 
ing achieved all there is to achieve in 
the world of wrestling at such young 
ages, the Warriors’ flat, uninspired 
performances of late may be attributed 
to boredom. But, nevertheless, Rude 
and Fernandez, and probably other 
teams besides, have surpassed them, 
and that should be reflected in our 
ratings.” 

Paul Ellering, the Warriors’ manag- 
er, believes that his team has been 
robbed of title victories on countless 
occasions and that Wrestling Super- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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THE TEN MEN 





OTHER WRESTLERS 


FEAR MOST 


fear, n. 1. a distressing emotion aroused by an impending pain, danger, oh 
=a Pate EY 3. Reverential awe. 4. Something of which one is afraid — 





HE EMOTION OF fear is an 

overwhelming factor in profession- 
al wrestling, Our sport is based on 
skill, athletic ability, and conditioning, 
but so often intangible*elements such 
as intimidation, aggressiveness, and the 
ability to strike fear in the heart of an 
opponent play a key role in a wrestling 
match. 

In fact, fear is such an important 
element of wrestling that men with lit- 
tle or no ability—men in horble phys- 
ical condition, men who _ otherwise 
don’t belong in a wrestling ring—have 
achieved great success simply through 
their ability to maim, brutalize, and 
terrorize opponents. And there are the 
others: Men who have all the tools 
necessary to make it in the sport, and 
then add that final ingredient of fear. 
Those are the most dangerous men in 
the sport. 

Unlike scientific skill, ring smarts, 
and conditioning, fear cannot be mea- 
sured through any tangible means. It is 
impossible for an announcer or a re- 
porter to judge the amount of fear a 
man strikes in the heart of his oppo- 
nent. These thoughts are known only 
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or that causes fright 


by those who feel this emotion. 

In his 1933 inaugural address, Presi- 
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt told 
the American people that “The only 
thing we have to fear is fear itself.” But 
in professional wrestling, nothing is 
worse than admitting to fear. When a 
wrestler admits to fear, he sets \himself 
up to intimidation tactics for the rest 
of his career. 

With this in mind, the editors of 
Wrestling Superstars set out to choose 
the 10 men other wrestlers fear most. 
We knew that we could not do this on 
our own. It is impossible to examine 
wrestlers’ innermost feelings without 
cooperation from the athletes them- 
selves. But, knowing that wrestlers 
would not admit to fearing another 
individual if their names were printed, 
we had to promise anonymity. 

Rest assured that hundreds of wres- 
tlers, ranging from the least-known 
preliminary bum to the megabucks su- 
perstars, from the most hated rule- 
breakers to the most beloved fan favor- 
ites, were polled for this one-of-a-kind 
endeavor. We spoke with many of 
them at length in an attempt to reveal 


their thoughts and fears. Surprisingly, a 
vast majority were very cooperative. 

The results were, to say the least, 
incredible. We discovered that most 
wrestlers fear at least one man. We 
discovered that the fear of injury is 
always with a professional wrestler. 
And we discovered that fear is perhaps 
the most important element in a pro 
wrestling match. As one competitor 
said, “Once an opponent has you run- 
ning scared, it’s all over. And if he has 
you shaking in your shoes before you 
even enter the ring, then it’s curtains 
from the start.” 

Over 100 names were mentioned by 
the various wrestlers we polled. On the 
following pages, we have narrowed the 
list to the 10 most feared men in 
wrestling. These are the biggest, the 
baddest, the most dangerous, and—in 
many cases—the most talented. They 
comprise some of the sport’s biggest 
stars. Some will surprise you, some are 
obvious, but it’s certain to make inter- 
esting reading for you, the readers of 
Wrestling Superstars. Enjoy. 

And be glad that you don’t have to 
meet these men in the ring! 





HERE IS NOTHING. more fear- 
some than a man who has no 
fear. A man cannot be stopped if he is 
not afraid, because he will just keep 
going until he gets what he wants. And 
he will put his body on the line, be- 
cause deep inside he knows that noth- 
ing will happen to him. Call it reckless- 
ness. Call it foolishness. But Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka is a fearless man. 

“What it comes down to is taking 
every situation to the limit»and testing 
the courage of your opponent,” says 
Dr. Charles Wallace, a noted sports 
psychologist. “Let's say, just for an ex- 
ample, that we have two cars going full 
speed at each other. Who is going to 
make the first move and get out of the 
way? Obviously, the man who has less 
fear will make the last move. He'll 
force the issue. Jimmy Snuka is the 
kind of man who won't budge. He'll 
bring the fear to the surface in an 
opponent.” 

Snuka’s fearlessness was most clear- 
ly illustrated during a steel cage match 
against former WWF World champion 
Bob Backlund in 1982. The Superfly 
had Backlund beaten and prepared to 


lund fneved out of the way hee little to 
do with this feat of courage. 

“Jimmy thinks he’s Superman,” says 
Scott Hall, who formerly wrestled 
alongside Snuka in the AWA. “He 
never takes a step backward, and you 
never know what he’s going to do 


deliver the final blow. But instead of next. I know for a fact that a lot of 


simply pinning Backlund, Snuka 
climbed to the top of the steel cage. 
Then, standing with his arms raised 
above his shoulders, Snuka executed a 


perfect “Superfly” dive. It was one of actually 


the most incredible maneuvers in wres- 
tling history, and the fact that Back- 
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guys are very afraid to wrestle him. It’s 
not that he’s so dangerous. It’s just 
that he'll fling his body around, do 
almost anything to win a match. He 
believes that he’s 
indestructible.” 

Col. DeBeers knows this all too 





Jey s Snuka ieee off the rig apron and 
on to Col. DeBeers. A willingness to throw 
his body around is what makes ‘The Super- 
fly’ so feared. 


well. The South African madman 
thought he had éliminated Snuka from 
wrestling when he gave his ‘archrival a 
pair of face-first piledrivers on the con- 
crete floor outside the ring in Las Ve- 
gas. But Snuka since bounced back, 
waged a full-fledged war against 
DeBeers, and is now credited with hav- 
ing run him out of the AWA. 

The men wrestlers fear most are the 
men who have no fear. Men like Jim- 
my “Superfly” Snuka. 





HO IS THE man other wres- 

tlers fear most? That question 
was originally posed in the October 
1985 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
Bruiser Brody, “The Mercenary Of 
Mayhem” was the obvious answer. In 
fact, wrestlers were so outspoken about 
their fear of Brody that many were 
willing to have their names used. 

“T hate wrestling Brody,” said NWA 
World champion Ric Flair. “With oth- 
er wrestlers, there’s usually a feeling 
out process, almost a lull before your 
match begins. Brody is at your throat 
from the beginning. Hell, before the 
bell even rings, he’s on top of you. 
He’s the kind of guy who, if you let up 
for one minute, it’s all over.” 

Brody is a monster. He’s 65”, 280 
pounds, with long, curly dark hair and 
a wildly growing beard. In Japan, 
where he is incredibly popular, Brody 
is known as “The Intelligent Monster.” 
One well-known wrestling reporter re- 
fers to him as the “barking badman of 
pro wrestling.” 

Although Brody seems to be out of 
control, there is a reason and method 
behind his madness. Brody is driven by 
one thing: money. “You can never 
have enough money, and I want it all,” 
he growls. “I don’t care if a guy's a 
rulebreaker or a fan favorite. To me, 
winning means money, and if I have to 
hurt somebody, I don’t care.” 

Brody is also a wanderer. He never 
stays in one area for very long. He 
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Bruiser Brody wraps a chain around One Man Gang’s head. A brawler with much technical 





skill, Brody's greatest asset may be his unpredictability. It’s hard to defend against a man if 


you don’t know where he’s coming from. 


travels alone and has few friends. He is 
erratic and unpredictable. A certified 
killer. Wherever Brody goes, he leaves 
behind a trail of blood, fractured 
bones, and broken chairs. He has 
been known to tear apart arenas, 
chase opponents through the stands 
swinging a 10-foot chain, and carry on 
brawls in parking lots. 


And that’s not all. Brody is one of 
the finest technical wrestlers in the 
sport. A study in the Fall 1986 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars rated him the 
number-one all-around wrestler in the 
world. He is virtually unbeatable, prov- 
en unstoppable. Bruiser Brody is every- 
thing a wrestler should be. And every- 
thing a wrestler shouldn't be. 
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LMOST EVERY SCIENTIFIC 
study has its aberrations. The rea- 
son for doing wrestling polls is not to 
uncover the obvious—in the case of 
this issue’s poll: Abdullah the Butcher, 
Jake Roberts, and Bruiser Brody—but 
to discover what usually wouldn’t be 
discernable even to the hardcore fan. 
So it might come as a surprise to 
most people (and it certainly shocked 
us) that WWF Intercontinental champi- 
on Rick Steamboat is one of the most 
feared men in wrestling. But during 
our conversations with NWA and 
WWF wrestlers, “The Dragon’s” name 
kept being mentioned. It was undoubt- 
edly the most unusual result of our 
survey, but one that certainly made 
this time-consuming endeavor 
worthwhile. 

Why is Rick Steamboat one of the 
most feared men in wrestling? What is 
it that makes this generally mild-man- 
nered scientific wrestler so intimidat- 
ing? Perhaps a sampling of comments 
made by various wrestlers can answer 
these ~questions. 

@ “Any man who has such com- 
plete control of the martial arts has to 
be dangerous,” said one of Steam- 
boat's former NWA rivals. “The martial 
arts, when in the proper hands, can be 
as dangerous as a knife or any of the 
crap Abdullah the Butcher brings into 
the ring. Steamboat doesn’t need for- 
eign objects. His hands are foreign 
objects!” 
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Rick ‘‘The Dragon” Steamboat hits Brutus Beefcake with a reverse knife edge. Steamboat’s 


. RICK STEAMBOAT 


command of the martial arts makes him one of the most dangerous men in the sport. 


@® “Many people think Savage 
doesn’t fear him, but you know he 
does,” said former WWF star Mike 
Rotundo. “That's why he’s so deter- 
mined to get rid of him, because he 
knows Steamboat is a threat, a threat 
more than the WrestleMania III title 
victory indicates. Steamboat’s com- 
mand of karate is so thorough, and we 
all know he hasn’t used everything he 
knows. All I know is that when I was 
in the WWF, very few guys wanted to 
wrestle him.” 


@ “Steamboat isn’t the kind of guy 
who's gonna kill you, but he'll hurt you 
and beat you,” said a current WWF 
star. “I think the fear of losing is much 
worse than the fear of getting hurt. 
You just take it for granted that there's 
an inherent danger when you step into 
the ring, but nobody wants to lose.” 

Steamboat knows so many ways to 
beat an opponent. And, although he 
has never seriously injured another 
wrestler, the potential is always there. 
“The Dragon” can do it all! 
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Steamboat shows perfect form in flip- 
ping Sgt. Slaughter, a hated rival from 
his days in the NWA. 
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Steamboat gives Jake Roberts a belly-to-belly suplex (above) and punishes 
former Intercontinental champion Randy Savage (right). 























OTHER VIEWPOINTS 
RICK STEAMBOAT 








‘| remember the day well. Greensboro, North Carolina. Rick Steamboat 
and Jay Youngblood challenged myself and Don Kernodle for the NWA 
World tag team belts inside the steel cage. It was a brutal and bloody 
war of attrition, and Steamboat and Youngblood wrestled brilliantly. 
Youngblood may be gone, but the greatness of Steamboat lives on. 
He’s a formidable warrior, and a truly superb wrestler.” 

—Sgt. Slaughter 





“Rick Steamboat? Rick Steamboat? Ha! what a farce! I’ve wrestled him 
in the past, and all | can say about this pretty-boy punk is that he has 
got to be, without question, the most overrated man, and | use the 
word ‘man’ with great hesitation, in the entire sport. Pretty hair, pretty 
face, pretty body—pretty boy. Yecch! Give me Texas tough any time.”’ 

—Ron Bass 


“Doggone it, if Rick Steamboat isn’t one of the best pure wrestlers in 
the WWF, my name isn’t Bruno Sammartino. | think Steamboat showed 
everybody a lot in his WrestleMania Ill victory over Randy ‘Macho Man’ 
Savage, and you’ve got to look on that match—and on Steamboat 
himself—as one of the greatest of all time.”’ 

—Bruno Sammartino 


“When I look back on the excellence of my title reigns, | have to admit 
that some of my very toughest matches were against not ‘The Dragon’ 
of today, but against the Rick Steamboat of yesteryear. He’s a superla- 
tive scientific grappler and his skills always pushed me to the limit. 
Today, | dare say ‘The Nature Boy’ has surpassed Steamboat’s skills 
and expertise. Whoo!” 

—Ric Flair 


“‘Let me tell you, brudder, that the glory of the islands, the spirit of 
Hawaii, and the volcano of power and experience and inner self that is 
Rick Steamboat is a combination of qualities that is peerless within the 
wonderland of the professional wrestling world. We had some wars, 
brudder, and Rick Steamboat is a warrior to be respected.” 
—Jimmy Snuka 








HESE NUMBERS SHOULD an- 

swer any questions fans have 
about why The Road Wanors are the 
most feared tag team in wrestling 
history: 

Road Warrior Hawk can bench 
press 585 pounds. Road Warrior Ani- 
mal can bench press 630 pounds. 
Both can squat lift in excess of 800 
pounds, and curl over 175 pounds on 
the barbells. They are a combined 567 
pounds of pure rock-hard muscle, the 
most finely tuned machine in the sport. 
They are huge and impressive. The 
Road Warriors have what it takes to 
scare the daylights out of any 
opponent. 

“Til tell ya, if that wasn’t enough, 
that damn makeup they wear makes it 
even worse,” said a former AWA pre- 
liminary wrestler. “They paint their 
faces and wear all that leather, they 
look like a couple of Hell’s Angels, 
except I've never seen a biker with 
muscles like Hawk and Animal. 
Theyre absolutely awesome. If they 
wanted to, they could probably break a 
man’s body in half.” 

And they're mean. They refer to 
lesser mortals as wimps and twerps. 
They claim to have taken on and de- 
stroyed an entire street gang on the 
south side of Chicago. Nobody contests 
this claim. Nobody has the guts to. In 
Japan, where wrestling is king and 
most wrestlers are well-built muscular 
machines, The Road Warriors are idol- 






Road Warrior Hawk's flying clothesline (above) and backbreaker (below) are two of the most 
effective maneuvers in the Warriors’ extremely formidable arsenal. 


ized. They are the elite of wrestling’s 
super-elite. The biggest, the baddest, 
and the best. 

“Many of my fellow wrestlers are 
very scared of The Road Wairviors,” 
said a Japanese star. “They are very 
ferocious men. They speak of tearing 
apart their opponents’ limbs, and they 
probably could. Hawk and Animal are 
very strong, very muscular. The Road 
Wanriors are the most impressive wres- 
tlers I have ever seen.” 

Surprisingly, The Road Wanrors 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 
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have never unleashed the full thrust of 
their considerable power to tear apart 
an ‘opponent. They remain reserved, 
knowing that they usually don’t have to 
do much to win, relying instead on the 
fear of the unknown. Perhaps this is 
what scares opponents most. 

“Who knows what they can do?” 
said manager Paul Ellering. “If they 
ever turned themselves loose, it would 
be all over. But they're already rich 
and famous. What more do they need? 
For now.”, 
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HE MAN WHO once took 108 

stitches in one eye during an af- 
ternoon match and came back to wres- 
tle the same evening is so quiet, so 
unassuming, so evasive of public atten- 
tion, that his air of unpredictability and 
mystery can strike fear in the hearts of 
anybody. Even his friends. 


Ses 


“Doc is a great wrestler, definitely 
one of the best I've ever seen. You'd 
think he’d just soak in the cheers of 
the fans,” said Ted DiBiase. “He just 
doesn’t do it, though. He ignores the 
fans, he ignores their - cheers, he 
doesn’t want to hear anything about 
fame. He wrestles his match, picks up 
his paycheck, and goes home. It’s 
scary. I just never know where he’s 
coming from.” 

Despite his avoidance of the spot- 
light, Steve Williams has developed 
into one of the bonafide stars of the 
sport. The reason is simple: Williams is 
an outstanding wrestler, a certified 
brawler, and probably the toughest 
man in all of wrestling. There is no 
man who can take a punch better than 
“Dr. Death.” He never takes a step 
backward. 

“Everybody thought his career might 
be over after The Freebirds piledrived 
him last summer, right?” said Chris 
Adams. “Well, they were all wrong be- 


Steve Williams clotheslines One Man Gang. Over the past several years, ‘Dr. Death” has developed a 


well-deserved reputation as one of the toughest men in wrestling. 





cause they underestimated Steve Wil- 





liams. Doc is the only guy I know who 
gets stronger after being injured. He’s: 
definitely a better wrestler since that 
incident with The Freebirds.” 

Williams’ college and pro football 
career contributed strongly to his men- 
tal and physical toughness. “He just 
got off on beating on defensive line- 
men,” said a former coach. “Williams 
always gave 100 percent, no matter the 
situation. He’d play hurt without even 
being asked.” 

This fearlessness is certainly the 
main reason why wrestlers feel intimi- 
dated by Williams. Of course, Dr. 
Death is also a big man. He weighs 
over 270 pounds, and has one of the 
most solidly packed bodies in the 
sport. And, unlike many larger wres- 
tlers, he’s very mobile. You can’t run 
from Steve Williams, and in most cases 
you can’t hide, either! 

Steve Williams is a quiet giant, but 
don’t ever call him gentle. 











BDULLAH THE BUTCHER 

weighs 360 pounds. He is big, 
vicious, and sadistic. Deep ridges and 
scars riddle his bald head. He has 
been known to rip the flesh of oppo- 
nents with pencils, pens, forks, knives, 
scraps of wood, and metal chairs. With 
his long, sharp teeth, he often bites 
into the bodies of opponents. He is 
known as “The Madman From The 


“The Sudanese Madman,” Abdullah the Butcher, wraps a wire around Bruiser Brody’s neck. Abdullah’s 
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has no fear and thrives on human 
blood. 

Now that’s scary. 

Over the last 20 years there have 
been many attempts to ban Abdullah 
the Butcher from wrestling, ranging 
from wrestlers’ boycotts to fans’ peti- 
tions. The wrestling media has cam- 
paigned for his expulsion, claiming that 
Abdullah has no knowledge of wres- 
tling, no respect for human life, and 
no desire to win matches. He is driven 
only by his desire to hurt and maim. 

But Abdullah the Butcher remains 
an integral part of wrestling, and that’s 
scary, too. 

“Abdullah the Butcher is one of the 
most dangerous individuals in profes- 
sional wrestling,” says Gary Hart. 
“There are few men in the world who 
can control him, myself and [Middle 
East caretaker] Deepak Massad being 
the only two of which I'm aware, and 
even I lose that power at times. He is 
an animal, nothing more, nothing less, 
and when his instinct to kill takes over, 
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total disregard for human life makes him a unique terror. 





Sudan” and he speaks no English. He 







there’s no stopping him.” 

Wrestlers fear Abdullah so much 
that only one man, Bruiser Brody, has 
been willing to take up the campaign, _ 
night after night, to eliminate him. 
Brody is hellbent on driving Abdullah 
from the sport, but thus far has been 
unsuccessful. It almost seems as if Ab- 
dullah is the insane murderer Michael 
from the Halloween films; he refuses to 
die, and only a force more powerful 
than human will succeed in stopping 
him. 

“Listen, I've never turned down a 
challenge from any wrestler, but I will 
never again wrestle Abdullah the 
Butcher,” says a former opponent of 
Abdullah’s. “I almost had my eye sock- 
et torn, and I was lucky to walk out of 
the ring alive last time I wrestled him. 
Well, let me tell you, never again!” 

He is one of wrestling’s unstoppable 
forces. An oddity. An exception to the 
laws of nature. A mutant, an animal, a 
murderer. He is Abdullah the Butcher, 
and he represents all that is vicious in 
this world. 
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R“ STEAMBOAT LAY uncon- 
ious at ringside while Jake Rob- 
erts dipped into his bag of tricks. As 
the fans watched in horror, Roberts 
pulled out his pet boa constrictor Da- 
mien and wrapped it around Steam- 
boat’s prone body. Then, to the shock 
and disgust of Rick’s wife Bonnie and 
all the fans at ringside, Roberts took 
Damien's head and stuck it in Steam- 
boat's mouth. 

This moment will never be forgotten 
by those present and by the millions 
who viewed the sickening scene on 
Saturday Night's Main Event. Many 
fans in the crowd immediately left their 
seats and never retumed. Security 
guards stood by their stations, awaiting 
an onrush of frightened fans. And 
back in the dressing room, wrestlers 
vowed to never again step into the ring 
against Jake “The Snake” Roberts. 

“Roberts is a dangerous man, but 
with that snake of his he’s probably 
the most feared man in the sport,” 
said one WWF wrestler. Even though 
Roberts has shed his rulebreaking ways 
to become a fan favorite, he hasn't left 
Damien behind. The only difference is 
that Damien now wraps his deadly 
coils around the likes of King Kong 
Bundy and The Honky Tonk Man, 
instead of Steamboat and Koko B. 
Ware. 

But forget about Damien for a mo- 
ment. Even without the snake, Roberts 
strikes a fearsome presence. At 6’5” 
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Jake ‘The Snake’’ Roberts performs his devastating DDT on Tony Garea. In his snake 





Damien (inset), Roberts has an incredible weapon. An opponent's fear of of losing and 
having the snake placed around him actually causes many wrestlers to lose. 


and a tim 246 pounds, the native of 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, combines 
strength and speed as well as any man 
in the sport. He also possesses one of 
wrestling’s best finishing maneuvers, 
the deadly DDT. It has been known to 
cripple opponents. 

Of course, Roberts’ most effective 
weapon is intimidation. Opponents are 
scared of wrestling Roberts because 
they know that if they lose, Damien 
awaits them. And they know that if 
they fall victim to the DDT, their ca- 


reers could be over. 

“Roberts is very beatable, but | 
know that whenever I step into the 
ring against him, I’m thinking, ‘What if 
I lose?” ” said a WWF rulebreaker. “If 
not for that snake, I could easily beat 
him, but I don’t want no boa constric- 
tor wrapped around my body, just in 
Jake Roberts plays on the minds of 
opponents. They know that in that lit- 
tle brown bag of his, “The Snake” is 
toting a deadly weapon. 


é | Res TO hurt people,” says 
Bam Bam Bigelow. “My dream is 
to one day kill a man inside the ring. 
Then I'll tear his guts out and wear it 
like a championship belt while I soak 
those stupid fans with his rotting 
blood. Yeah, that’s what I want. 
Sounds better than any useless title.” 
Is Bam Bam Bigelow crazy? “Put it 
this way, he’s not all there,” said Jerry 
Lawler of the 390-pound dynamo, who 
in one year established himself as one 
of the most dangerous men in the 
sport while capturing the Mid-Southern 
championship and the World Class TV 
title. “He has this flame burning inside 
of him that can only be. satisfied by 
hurting opponents. Just look at him.” 
That’s right, just look at him. His 
size is complemented by an ugly, fear- 
some bald head that is decorated by a 
blazing red fireball tattoo. His bulk is 
absolutely incredible, especially when 
one takes into account how agile 
Bigelow is. Not too many 390-pound 
men can perfectly execute a flying 
bodyslam and a flying dropkick. 
Bigelow is, in a word, devastating. 
But what else would you expect 
from a former bounty hunter who en- 
tered wrestling because, in his own 
words, “Where else, besides bounty 
hunting, can you make money and 
hurt people at the same time?” When 
Bigelow showed up one day at Lary 
Sharpe’s “Monster Factory” in Mt. 
Laurel, New Jersey, the manager-train- 
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For a man weighing nearly 400 pounds, Bam Bam Bigelow executes a fine dropkick. 
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Bigelow’s combination of power, agility, and his thirst for blood makes it difficult for him to 


find opponents. 

ers eyes lit up with dollar signs. He 
saw a man who couldn't help but 
make it big. 

Bigelow fulfilled that prophecy—and 
more. He is now one of the most 
sought-after stars in Japan. He is back 
in the Mid-Southern area after a brief 
hiatus and is methodically leaving op- 
ponents maimed in his wake. And just 
to prove his toughness and insensitiv- 
ity, Bigelow got rid of Sharpe. “Didn't 
need him anymore,” says Bigelow. 
“The guy just got in my way.” 

Sharpe should consider that a com- 
pliment, since few people can get in 


the way of Bigelow. “He’s big, crazy, 
and dangerous,” said Steve Simpson. 
“That's about the worst combination | 
can think of. He really doesn’t want to 
do anything but injure people. A guy 
like that shouldn’t be in wrestling. He’s 
gonna kill somebody one day.” 

Of course, that would please 
Bigelow. Bam Bam would love to see 
an opponent lying in the center of the 
ring, breathing his last breaths as 
blood flowed freely from his mouth 
and forehead. Then, and only then, 
could Bigelow call himself a complete 
success. 
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EVERENTIAL AWE. THE fear 
of Ric Flair has nothing to do 
with fear of pain or the danger that he 
might pose to an opponent's career. 
Flair has never seriously injured a rival 
and has never put a man out of wres- 
tling, yet he is the most respected indi- 
vidual in the sport. Publicly, challeng- 
ers despise the NWA World champion. 
Privately, they bow at his feet. 

“Ric Flair is the singlemost impres- 
sive wrestler I've ever seen,” said Lex 
Luger. “Believe me, I used to say some 
pretty bad things about him, but I 
always respected Flair’s ability. There is 
no man in wrestling that I respect 
more, both for what he has accom- 
plished and for the way he wrestles. I'd 
like to model my career after what he’s 
done.” 

No wrestler is as smooth as Flair. 
Few can carry themselves in public the 
way Flair can. He seems to know that 
he’s special. “He even dresses well,” 
said World Championship Wrestling 
announcer Tony Schiavone. “He really 
is ‘Slick’ Ric. I've never seen a man 
with more self-confidence, more style 
than Flair. I enjoy interviewing him 
because he’s so sharp-witted. I definite- 
ly disagree with some of his tactics, but 
he’s a great star.” 

Flair is versatile. He can put an 
opponent away in a matter of minutes, 
or wrestle for over an hour, as he has 
done on numerous occasions over the 
years against such stars as Dusty 
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NWA World champion Ric Flair throws Barry Windham into the ringpost. One of the best 





technicians in the history of the sport, Flair is feared because he can beat an opponent in 


so many ways. 
Rhodes, Barry Windham, Greg Valen- 
tine, Rick Steamboat, and Luger. He 
can brawl with the best of them, utiliz- 
ing every illegal tactic in the book be- 
fore winning a match by using one of 
wrestling’s great scientific finishing ma- 
neuvers, the figure-four leglock. 
“You'll never hear me _ say _ this 
again, so you'd better listen,” said Bar- 
ry Windham. “Ric Flair is the greatest 
wrestler I've ever faced. I thought beat- 
ing him for the World title would be 
easy, but this is the toughest year I’ve 


ever had. Sure, he cheats, but he’s 
also a great wrestler. He wouldn’t be 
World champion otherwise.” 

Of course, the ever-present threat of 
The Four Horsemen and their interfer- 
ing tactics adds to the fear of Flair. 
But the facts speak for themselves. Ric 
Flair is the greatest singles wrestler in 
the sport and nobody is more 
respected. 

Reverential awe. That’s the only way 
to describe how opponents feel about 
the champ. 





T A HEIGHT of six feet even 

and a weight of 245 pounds, 
Randy Savage is not one of the biggest 
men in wrestling. In fact, he gives 
more than 50 pounds to WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan and more than 
200 pounds to some of the other men 
in this section. But in terms of the fear 
Savage can stir up in the mind of an 
opponent, the “Macho Man” is one of 
the most dangerous. 

“The man is absolutely a crazed lu- 
natic,” said one WWF wrestler. “It's 
that look he gets in his eyes some- 
times, like a hungry dog who’s going 
after that last piece of meat. Just watch 
and listen to him sometime, not in the 
ring but outside the ring, in interviews 
and things like that. The way he ram- 
bles is downright frightening. Who 
wants to step into the ring against a 
man who's so obviously out of 
control?” 

A good question. Savage obviously 
isn’t in control of himself, although he 
is full of himself. He is an egomaniac 
in the worst way. Perhaps that is what 
makes him so dangerous. He views 
everybody as a threat, to both him and 
his beautiful manager Elizabeth. In 
fact, to many, Elizabeth is what makes 
Savage so fearsome. 

“He’s like a beast where she’s con- 
cemed,” said another WWF star. “He's 
insanely jealous and doesn’t even like 
people to look at her. Remember that 
scene in Raging Bull where Vicki 
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LaMotta told Jake that she thought 
this guy he was boxing was cute? Well, 
Jake beat the heck out of that guy, he 
was so jealous. That’s the way Savage 
is with Elizabeth.” 

Of course, nobody knows how sav- 
age Savage can be more than Rick 
Steamboat. Near the end of 1986, Sav- 
age unleashed a vicious attack on 
Steamboat and nearly ended “The 
Dragon’s” career. Twice, Savage hit 
Steamboat with the timekeeper’s bell. 
Steamboat was carried off on a stretch- 
er. Back in the locker room, Savage 
gloated over what he had done. And 





Randy Savage pulls Rick Steamboat back 
into the ring. Savage’s craziness can be de- 
termined by the way he treats his manager 
Elizabeth. 


at WrestleMania III, Savage attempted 
a bell attack for a third time (the sadis- 
tic ploy was halted by the quick action 
of George “The Animal” Steele.) 
Savage is driven by an unknown 
force. It isn’t enough that he’s one of 
the best conditioned men in the sport. 
Savage relies on terrorizing his oppo- 
nents and he almost always succeeds. 
That's why he is the feared “Macho 
Man.” O 
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The Ken Paterc:- 
Bobby Heenan Controversy: 


After his release from 
prison, Ken Patera 
started blaming 
Bobby Heenan for all 
his troubles. But for 
as much trouble as 
the manager has 
indeed caused, he 
cannot be made 
responsible for the 
Olympic strongman’s 
misfortunes 


FOR ONCE, 
“THE BRAIN" IS RIGHT: 
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ECENTLY, THE WWF broad- 

cast a four-part series inno- 
cently entitled “The Ken Patera 
Story.” It began by describing 
Patera’s amateur weightlifting ca- 
reer, which brought him acco- 
lades at the Olympics and the Pan- 
American Games. Then, ignoring 
much of what truly happened, the 
story told how Patera supposedly 
fell under the influence of Bobby 
Heenan after he became a profes- 
sional wrestler. 

The story briefly outlined the in- 
cident that kept Patera away from 
the pro rings for two years: Patera 
and Mr. Saito were convicted of 
attacking several police officers at 
a Holiday Inn in Waukesha, Wis- 
consin, on April 6, 1984 (the WWF 
report referred to Saito as a “co- 
defendant”). The police had come 
to the hotel to question them about 
an incident that occurred earlier in 
the evening. Patera and Saito had 
stopped by a fast-food restaurant 
in town, but the restaurant was 
closed. When employees inside 
refused to serve them, Patera 
threw a 30-pound boulder through 
the front window, shattering a ta- 
ble inside. 

When police tracked them 
down at the hotel, Patera and Saito 
went on the attack. They were 
each sentenced to two years in 


prison, and Patera was also con- 
victed of criminal property dam- 
age. Both men served their full 
sentences. 

In part four of “The Ken Patera 
Story,” Patera said Heenan had 
“sold [him] down the river.” He 
said Heenan gave up on him 
when he went to prison, and he 
promised that he’d come back to 
get his revenge on his former 
manager. Patera took responsibil- 
ity for what he did, but he strongly 
implied that Heenan was mainly at 
fault. 

Upon his retum to wrestling, 
Patera’s first confrontation with 
Heenan came in a televised de- 
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Ken Patera and Bobby Heenan meet in a 
televised debate (opposite page). Patera 
wraps Heenan’s belt around his neck and 
throws him across the ring (below). Heenan 
was hurt badly enough to require a neck 
brace (above). 
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bate in the nng. Patera blasted 
Heenan for not being there when 
he needed him. Heenan said that 
his responsibilities to.Patera began 
and ended with wrestling. When 
Patera said that Heenan never got 
him title shots, Heenan became 
angry and started whipping Patera 
with his belt. Patera then threw the 
manager into- the tumbuckle, 
wrapped the belt around his neck, 
and—still holding the belt—threw 
Heenan across the ring. Heenan 
had to be carmied off on a stretch- 
er. Later, Heenan came to ringside 
wearing a neck brace. 

The Patera-Heenan war prom- 
ises to be a vicious one. Battles 
will be waged in arenas across the 
country between Heenan, his 
men, and Patera for months to 
come. But the focus here is on 
blame: Who is to blame for the 
downfall of Kén Patera? Is it Patera 
himself? Heenan? Both men? In 
Heenan’s defense, the following 
facts should be brought forth: 

1) Patera became a mlebreaker 
in 1976, when he teamed with Kill- 
er Karl Kox in Oklahoma. 

2) Patera had several managers 
besides Heenan. Lou Albano, Jim- 
my Hart, The Grand Wizard, and 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie—all rule- 
breaker managers—at one time or 
another had Patera in their camps. 
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3) At the time of his arrest, 
Patera was not wrestling in the 
WWF. He and Jeny Blackwell 
were the AWA World tag team 
champions. Their manager was not 
Heenan, but Al-Kaissie. (Patera 
parted with Heenan because he 
couldn’t get a title shot against 
AWA World champion Nick Botk- 
winkel, also one of Heenan’s men.) 
Patera and Blackwell lost the belts 
one month after Patera’s arrest. 

4) Patera returned to the WWF 
several months after the arrest. 
However, the trial did take place 
during his WWF tenure. 

Clearly, Ken Patera has a rule- 
breaking past. His personality was 
set long before he met Bobby 
Heenan. It is tue that Heenan has 
a powerful psychological influence 
over his men, leading them to do 
things they normally never would 
have considered. Witness the 
transformation of Andre the Giant. 

Nevertheless, Patera and the 
WWF are making it sound like 
Patera had no career outside the 
WWF and that Heenan was his 
only manager. Well, wrestling fed- 
erations are notorious for ignoring 
each other. But by implying that 
Heenan is the culprit is stretching 
things much too far. Yes, Heenan 
is an unsavory character. Wres- 
tling Superstars and its sister publi- 
cations have condemned him 
many times for actions involving 
dozens of wrestlers. But an individ- 
ual must take responsibility for his 
own actions. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter says he 
reluctantly agrees with Heenan. “T 
never thought I’d be a character 
witness for Bobby Heenan,” Apter 
said, “but Ken Patera may be the 
most hot-tempered man in wres- 
tling. Just say one thing wrong to 
him and he explodes. As I said, 
I’m no friend of Heenan’s, but this 
time I think he’s right. It’s Patera’s 
own fault that he was imprisoned.” 

Patera’s partner-in-crime, Mr. 
Saito, had no comment on the 
Patera-Heenan situation. Larry 
Zbyszko, Saito’s manager, had no 
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Patera locks up with Hercules Hernandez, one of Heenan’s men. The former Olympian 
claims that Heenan ruined his life, then abandoned him while he was in prison. Heenan 
says he wasn’t Patera’s babysitter, only his manager. Now that Patera has injured him, 


Heenan is angrier than ever. 


comment. “As far as we’re con- 
cemed, Patera and Heenan don’t 
merit our consideration. We want 
no part of them. We have more 
significant things to think about.” 

Patera should be commended 
for trying to set his life straight. 
Like Chris Adams, being in prison 
has taught him a lesson, a lesson 
he is determined to apply to his 
life. Patera has struck up a friend- 
ship with Hulk Hogan and seems 
intent on following a clean path. 
Whether or not the fans will ac- 


cept him is a question that can 
only be answered with the passing 
of time. While wrestling fans are of 
a forgiving nature, they are more 
likely to rally behind him if he ac- 
cepts responsibility for his own ac- 
tions. As hated as Bobby Heenan 
is, the fans are too smart to believe 
that he had anything to do with 
Patera’s actions of two years ago. 
And they might only come to re- 
sent him more if he persists in try- 
ing to absolve himself of the full 
blame. O 


An Impossible Dream? 


WE SAY AN EMPHATIC NO—AND SO WILL YOU! 





Now You Can Replace 
Fat with Muscle... 
Have an “Iron Slab” 
Stomach...Actually 
SEE Improvement — 






Every Day! 


t’s Easy 
And We'll Prove It To You 
FREE! 


You may have thought you'd have to “pump 
iron” six hours a day to be able to enjoy the kind 
of muscular build other men envy and girls love. 
Not so! Now a revolutionary new method, 
"3 Easy Muscle-Building Sessions a Week,” adds 
inches to your arms, strength to your back and 
legs, and that gorgeous muscle-ripple to your 
stomach —literally in front of your own eyes. 


Days, Not Months! 


Your mirror won't lie to you. Within o week your 
friends will see a change. When you put ona 
T-shirt they, and you, will wonder where all 

the muscles came from. Your build will taper 
from shoulders to waist the way you've always 
dreamed it might. 

And you don't have to sweat away in a gym 
or on a bunch of creaking machines, You'll build 
strength and power in the privacy of your 
own bedroom. 


Try This Quick Test 


Grob the “love handles” at your beltline, If you 
have more than an inch of flab at the waist, read 
this next paragraph very carefully: 

If you really want to get rid of that flab and 
have a trim, rock-hard belly, you can do it, 
Absolutely. That goes for arms and legs too. 


“I’m Too Fat.” 
“I'm Too Skinny.” 


There’s no such thing as. a man’s body that can't be 
built up. 
You can be fat as a tub or skinny as a stick. 

So what? You're making a fresh, new start. In days 
you'll look at your mirror in triumph, not chagrin. 
Most men don't want to look as though they 
spend all day in the gym. They aren't entering a 

"Mr. Universe” contest. 


No, what they want is to look good in a 
bathing suit. They want to have the “V” from 


shoulders to waist. They want to hove that lean, 


healthy, muscular look women love. They want 
to feel strong. They want to surge with vigor. 
And there's no reason they can't. There's no 
reason you can't. 
Oh, correction, there might be one reason: 
If you don’t bother to find out. 


“What Does It Cost?” 


It doesn’t cost you a cent to get all the facts, plus 


remarkable reports crammed with good stuff 
and photos! 


All we want you to do right now is get all the 


facts in front of you. And we won't charge you 


anything to find out. A big, very informative pile 


of information is yours FREE. 


You can go as far as you like. You're the boss in 
this wonderfully easy way to look and feel great. 
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UF 


Universal 
Bodybuilding,Inc. 


IS THIS FOR REAL? 


Time and again we hear; "Come on, | 
won't be able to see bodybuilding results 
in one week.” 

Oh, yes, you will. This ad cos! money, 
and sending you the information costs 
money. You can bet we wouldn't make a 
claim we can’t keep, in print 

The difference between this and any 
“Course” or “Regimen” you may hove 
seen before is one you'll spot as soon as 
your free fact-pocked bundle comes in 
the mail. 

If you're interested, send for it. You 
hove nothing fo lose. 





















PACKET OF INFORMATION. 
NO COST OR OBLIGATION 
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Here’s What to Do, 
Right Now: 


Put your name and address on the coupon and 
mail it. 

Because this program is effective in days, 
every day you delay can cost you happiness and 
good looks. 

Your only investment is a postage stamp. Take 
anofher look in the mirror. This literally can change 
your life. Isn't your body worth one stamp? 








COUPON BRINGS YOU 
A BIG, ILLUSTRATED 
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Okay, I'm willing to look ot your 
packet of information. Rush it to me- 
no obligation, of course 

Name 

Address 

City 

Zip 


Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 


Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48240 y 
i Be Ge 6 6 Ge) ie 


If coupon is missing, write direct to: 
Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 
Lock Box 6694 « Detroit, MI 48230 
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WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 
OF RARE BACK ISSUES 


Here is a once in a lifetime opportunity to complete your collections of the finest 
wrestling magazines ever published. Many of the rare back issues listed below have 
not been offered for sale in years and we can offer them to you now only because a 
very limited number of each issue were recently uncovered during the move to our 
new warehouse. Some of the copies are not in perfect condition. But all are readable 
and intact. All sales are final and no refunds or exchanges will be made. 
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SPECIAL BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 








THE WRESTLER 

C) FEBRUARY/74 © SEPTEMBER/7S5  FEBRUARY/78 (1 APRIL/81 
CO APRILI74 O MAYi76 0 APRILI7S 

O JUNE/74 O SEPTEMBER/76 (1) JULY/78 

() DECEMBERI74 1 AUGUSTIT6 ( AuGuSTI78 

0 APRILI7S O SEPTEMBERI77 (© JUNE/79 

INSIDE WRESTLING 

 FEBRUARY/74 () DECEMBERI75 [1 JULYI77 ( OCTOBER/80 
( MARCHI74 O MAYI76 O JULY/78 © OCTOBER/81 
O) JUNE/74 CO JULY/76 CO SEPTEMBERI78 

© FEBRUARY/75 © MARCHI77 ( MARCHI794 

O MAYI75 C) APRILI77 O DECEMBERI7S 

SPORTS REVIEW 

(| DECEMBERI73 [) APRIVI78 () APRILI79 (| AUGUSTI/83 
C) JULY/75 © JUNE/78 () JUNE/79 

Cl JANUARY/76 |: JULY/78 () JULY/79 

() JULYI76 | AUGUSTI78 "| DECEMBERI79 

(] NOVEMBER/76 [) SEPTEMBER/78 (| SEPTEMBER/80 

(1) JANUARY/78 =[) JANUARY/79 ~—s.) DECEMBER/80 

SPORTS REVIEW ANNUALS 

CO SPRINGI78 CO WINTER/80 

C) SUMMER/78 


BIG BOOK 1968 
() PICTURE BOOK FALLI76 
[| PICTURE BOOK MAYI77 
() PICTURE BOOK SPR/78 
{) PICTURE BOOK FALL/78 
[© PICTURE BOOK SUMI79 
[ PICTURE BOOK JAN/80 
() SUPERSTARS APRI77 
[| SUPERSTARS FEBI78 
[) SUPERSTARS APRI78 


0 
| BEST OF WRESTLER SUM/77 


Vict ORY SPORTS SPECIALS 


SUPERSTARS JUNE/78 
SUPERSTARS FALL78 
SUPERSTARS APRI79 
SUPERSTARS OCTI79 


() BEST OF WRESTLER FALLI77 


= 
[| BEST OF WRESTLER FEB/80 


BEST OF WRESTLER WIN/77 
BEST OF WRESTLER SUM/78 
BEST OF WRESTLER SPRI/79 


BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/80 


- BEST OF WRESTLER WIN/80 


BEST OF WRESTLER SPR/82 
BEN STRONG SEPT/74 

BEN STRONG SUMI75 
WRESTLING ALBUM #4 





MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: _ $5.00 each 
i UNS aoe Special Bargain Price: 


. Any Five | For $20.00 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 pidesee 





Please send me the rare back issues | have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH copy 


| | am ordering, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 

| NAME 

| ADDRESS 

| CITY STATE ZIP 


| In case you are sold out of the issues | have checked, | will accept any of the following rare back issues 


| Substitute #1 


BE SURE TO LIST SUBSTITUTE CHOICES 


as substitutes. 
Substitute #3 


Substitute #2 Substitute #4 


For fastest delivery payment should be made by money order. Allow an additional 2 weeks for delivery when payment is 
made by personal check. While we will accept cash payments, it must be understood that we are not responsible for cash 


| sent through the mail. Do not send coins! 


L 


Prices effective in U.S. and Canada. U.S. funds only. 
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FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 6) 


WWF A GAME SHOW? 

How long will wrestling fans stand 
for the WWF? The WWF is making 
fun of the sport of pro wrestling. 
The way it looks to me, the WWF is 
only in it for the money. Look at the 
wrestlers there: George “The Ani- 





According to C, Bryan Hendrick, George 
“The Animal” Steele is an example of the 
WWF’s game-show mentality. 


mal’ Steele, Randy Savage, Kamala, 
King Kong Bundy, Hillbilly Jim, Jim- 
my Jack Funk, and more—give me a 
break! This is not wrestling, this is a 
big game show. It’s just a way to 
make some money. The WWF is just 
cutting in on a good deal. 

If you are a wrestling fan like | 
am, turn off the WWF. If you would 
like to see real wrestling, watch the 
NWA or UWF. 

C. BRYAN HEDRICK 
Pampa, TX 


RAGE IN THE CAGE 

Your section on cage matches 
(“Special Section: The 10 Greatest 
Cage Matches Of All Time!” Summer 
1987) was very interesting and enjoy- 
able. | relived some matches | was 
familiar with (Road Warriors-Koloffs, 
Hogan-Bundy, and Flair-Rhodes) and 
learned more about matches I'd nev- 
er seen  (Sammartino-Zbyszko, 
Snuka-Backlund, and Rich-Sawyer). | 
also found interesting the comments 
of wrestlers familiar with the cage 





Bruno Sayers pulls Larry Zbyszko off 
the top of the steel cage. David O’Grady 
enjoyed last issue’s cage match section. 


(“Other Comments”). 
| would love to see some kind of 
a battle royal in a cage. That would 
be amazing. Of course, it wouldn't 
be an over-the-top-rope battle royal. 
A wrestler would be eliminated 
when he is pinned or forced to sub- 
mit. Then, the last two men in the 
ring would have a regular cage 
match. Some promoter would do 
well to sign this type of match, be- 
cause it would draw a lot of fans. 
DAVID O'GRADY 
Kokomo, IN 
[Editor’s note: Perhaps David 
O’Grady’s idea could be incorporat- 
ed into a future “Dream Match’”— 
what do you readers think of the 
idea?] 


HE WANZ A TITLE 
In 1982, a gentleman by the name 
of Otto Wanz won the AWA World 
championship from Nick Bockwink- 
el. Wanz lost the belt to Bockwinkel 
three months later, but that doesn’t 
obscure the fact that Wanz was 
then, and is now, a very fine wres- 
tler. His return to the AWA has been 
welcomed by this fan. 
Wanz is the European champion, 
(Continued on page 52) 


AN EX: CLUSIVE OFFER FROM 





THE WORLD'S LARGEST-SELLING 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’s greatest superstars and be featured on the 
cover of wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 
years as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t 
have to become engaged in one of wrestling’s 
toughest feuds . . . you don’t even have to win 
the NWA or AWA World titles! 


All you've got to do is have a sharp, in-focus 
color photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it 
must be a clear, color photo 


FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It’s that | 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy 
laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality || 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of / — 
your room or office & 


The low price of only $19.95 (plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling) includes your photo on the cover of 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the lucite frame. And 

you can order additional 

framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 

(plus $3.00 shipping and handling) 

It's the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 

your gift list. 

Order yours today! 

MAIL TO: { 
FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated ‘ eSTLER 
P.O. Box 747 wines 
Windermere, Florida 32786 J 

Sirs: Please put me on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | have enclosed a clearly 
focused, color photograph that I'd like to have reproduced on a cover. | understand that my 
photo will be returned in its original condition, along with my Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
(payable to FOTOZINES) for the amount as indicated below: 


ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 








FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 
Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 per item) $ 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 
TOTAL: $ 
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: STATE: ZIP: 


FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 
( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 
( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 
YOUR SIGNATURE: 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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STRONG ARMS , 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
— MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISO- 
METRICS — will give you fantastic 
strength with muscles of steel without 
Sweat or Strain! Powerful arms, magnif- 
icently-powerful chest, powerful shoul- 
ders, strong stomach muscles and legs 
that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or 
Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
severe muscular strength 3 times 
faster than conventional methods! 


ORDER NOW! 
JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific Isometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No long hours of 
boring exercises with weights or costly 
apparatus. Isometrics is the amazing fe — MAIL NO-RISK TRIAL COUPON NOW! — — 


discovery of West German scientists Marvel 
who found a new thrilling way to build | pear Orange, Newtierean Orie Paae 


powerful, strong muscles in 10 minutes ; 

; 0.K. Mike Marvel, enclosed is my $5.00. Send me your 
a day. Each exercise is done for only 10 entire Scientific Isometric Dynaflex System in one book | 
seconds a day! Completely illustrated. | which includes a chapter on: “SECRETS OF ATTRACTING | 
MIKE MARVEL'S SCIENTIFIC ISOMET- GIRLS,” | must agree that the Dynaflex method has given | 
RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP | me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 
—FROM HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! | muscles, made me so strong that! can be proud to show | 

cui my friends how strong | am. 

And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else I 
to buy—now or in the future. | get my $5.00 back—with 
no questions asked upon return of the book. | 
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‘— — — SOLD ON MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — — — 


DRAW ANY PERSON ||, 
in one minute! ae JOU SKINNY? 


NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! |' i e* Waele 
Neagle Are Raprouue’ A NEW SHAPE 


er.’' You can draw Your . 
Family, Friends, ani- - -£. IN 30 VAS 
mais, landscapes, build- f 

ings, vases, bowls of 


ten deese mess, oo: || or pay nothing! 
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risen A aheaneue: eis Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
draw. ie Zutomatically muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
Per tart the rar ben scrawny body of skin and bones intoa powerful 
Reproducer."’ Then easi- appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
ly follow the lines of PP’ 9 P y 
theca Picture vinage? Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
mates Fe aional prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
Antista'c i looking'' drawing. Also rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 
oupeper ne peerrr te le gai Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
' 5S oye Pa 
NORTON PRODUCTS shipping dt Kani ; No say...“I've never looked so great in my life”. 
Dept.902 ,P.0. Box 20112 c. ee please. Money L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 
= See Back Guarantee if not i i 
program | am now proud to be seenina bathing 
Now Rochelle, NY 10802 satisfied. Bult Li, Daas Tk 
DAV Sen PS Sa TTT RIC cn Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
X RAY GLASSES ONLY $1.50 must work for you too or simply return.the 
ji sareyh waked WHTOEGTRG EER ] | | Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
i UGE—N SN YOU apparently see trough Mesh andy Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
©) 0 Plivepsteetheriactienayarad ancl shape “tomorrow.” 


















! rwtnseuves ee wees ro.rm con | | | —-—— — Money Back Guarantee ~ — — — 
| , school — BE THE LIFE OF THE PARTY! You also get | Send to: Rush Ind,, Inc. Dept. HU79GF 
1 SN wen ics and amazing Muaiona wo pecorm tor vow | 574 Willis Avenue, Albertson NY. 11507 | 
[A.T.H, DEPT 1114, P.O, Box 70, Stbg., Pa. 18360 _, | Please send my order today! | 
———_— 0 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
| 60 day only $11.98 90 day only $17.98 | 
aercrustaa tees ncaa | AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 
any typewriter. All materials furnished O Add $2,00 to the above prices for the Super 
for,5 IDs. | Strength program | 
Good in All States and Canada TS . : 
— 5 FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATES — O 1} am adding $1.50 for express service | 
Fast Service + Moneyback Guarantee = Name 
| 
CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. B2 FOR $ Street 
2071 Emerson, Bax 5200 + Jacksonvilte, FL 22207 City State Zip | 





52 





FAN FORUM 


(Continued from page 51) 


Otto Wanz immobilizes Nick Bockwinkel. 
Wanz once defeated Bockwinkel for the 
AWA World title. Claude Beirmann feels he 
can do so again. 

and he has decided to come back 
here because he believes the AWA 
title situation is in disarray. | know 
this because my second cousin from 
Germany -lives next door to Wanz’s 
tailor, who knows everything you'd 
ever want to know about Otto 
Wanz. He says that Wanz is in the 
best shape of his life and feels he 
can beat any man. He also says that 
the fans in America will accept him, 
but I’m not sure about that. 

Keep your eye on Otto Wanz. He 
may be old, fat, and slow, but he’s a 
winner. 

CLAUDE BEIRMANN 
Minnetonka, MN 


ADAMS WILL BE BACK 

| was shocked when Chris Adams 
and Terry Taylor lost the UWF tag 
tearn title to Rick Steiner and Sting, 
but | was even more shocked when 
Taylor turned on Chris. Who does 
Taylor think he is? Remember, Chris 
was the one who chose Taylor as a 
partner in the tag team tournament. 
Taylor never would have had the 
gold around his waist if it wasn’t for 
Chris. That just goes to show you 


Chris Adams and Terry Taylor in happier 
times, wearing the UWF tag team belts. To- 
day they're feuding with each other. 
how ungrateful some wrestlers can 
be when they get a big head. 
Chris will definitely be back in the 
title picture. He is one of the best 
wrestlers in the world. . 
CYNTHIA HOPKINS 
Jackson, MS 


Vladimir Petrov wins a test of strength 
against Robert Gibson. Could Petrov defeat 
Ric Flair for the NWA World title? 


PETROV COULD DOMINATE 
I'm a fan of Ric Flair’s and | re- 
spect him having the NWA World 
title. But imagine if Ric Flair were 
stripped of his title and a tourna- 
ment were held. If Vladimir Petrov 
were to enter, he would demolish 
everyone. Now, would you rather 
have Ric the champ, or Petrov, who 
not even The Rock ‘n’ “Teeny Bop- 

per” Roll Express could beat? 
JEFF RAPER 
Douglas, GA 1 
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(Continued from page 8) 


Hennig then smashed Bockwinkel 
with the weapon and scored the pin. 
Hennig held up his hand in victory 
and was prepared to receive the title 
belt when Ray Stevens came into the 
ring with Blackburn and told referee 
Gary DeRusha what had happened. 
Suddenly, Stevens grabbed Zbyszko 
and shook a roll of quarters out of his 
tuxedo. “This,” said Stevens, “is 
what Hennig used to hit Bockwinkel.”’ 

Blackburn had no immediate com- 
ment, but a statement released by 
AWA officials the following day read: 
“We are looking into this matter from 
all aspects. Although it is clear that 
Mr. Zbyszko brought an illegal object 
to ringside, it is not fair to conclude 
that Mr. Hennig necessarily used the 
object. We are reviewing the tapes 
and will reach a decision shortly.” 

Meanwhile, Hennig was livid over 
what had happened. “l won the belt 
fair and square,” he said. “Once 
again, the AWA is protecting Nick 
Bockwinkel.”’ 

Zbyszko agreed. “This man is a 
disgrace to wrestling,’ he said. 
“Bockwinkel can only win when the 
AWA cheats for him.” 

Naturally, Bockwinkel disagreed. 
“It's very apparent by watching the 
tapes that Mr. Hennig used illegal 
tactics to defeat me,” he said. “| 
believe that when the decision is 
made, | will still have the title. But Mr. 
Hennig is welcome to wrestle me 
again at any time.” 

New UWF Commissioner John 
Ayres couldn’t have realized what he 
was getting into when he ranked the 
top 10 challengers to Bubba Rogers’ 
UWF heavyweight title. All of a sud- 
den, Ayres has a full-fledged war on 
his hands. 

The ratings, from one through 10, 
are: Steve Williams, Ted DiBiase, Ed- 
die Gilbert, Terry Gordy, Barry Wind- 
ham, Chris Adams, Terry Taylor, 
Sting, Vladimir Petrov, and Iceman 
Parsons. Windham and Petrov are 
listed because of the UWF’s new 





Steve Williams and Ted DiBiase, close 
friends in the UWF, may be heading toward 
a violent feud with each other. 


working agreement with the National 
Wrestling Alliance. 

Williams was very pleased over his 
top ranking, but DiBiase was certainly 
not happy for his tag team partner. 
“That's unfair!’ said DiBiase. ‘I’ve 
done just as much as Doc, more in 
fact, and | deserve to be number 
one. Doc’s a great wrestler, but I’m a 
former champion. | think I’m getting 
screwed once again.” 

Ayres remedied the situation by 
saying that Williams and DiBiase 
would wrestle for the top spot. But 
another explosive situation developed 
when Gilbert expressed displeasure 
over his mnumber-three — ranking. 
“That's ridiculous,” said Gilbert. “I'll 
kick both of their butts, and I’m will- 
ing to prove it. I'll meet either one of 
them, anytime.” Williams accepted 
the challenge. 

The controversy didn’t end there, 
however. Terry Taylor is angry that 
Chris Adams is ranked above him. 
“What the heck are they talking 
about?” said Taylor. “I just beat Ad- 
ams. That makes me better than him. 
Well, | have just one thing to say. No 
more Mr. Nice Guy. I’m gonna get to 
the bottom of this.” 

Which means he'll end up right in 
John Ayres’ office. Being in charge of 
a major wrestling federation is defi- 
nitely not an easy job. O 
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Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 





June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 


Starting Contestivn age 
“| HATE BEING © = 
CHAMPION!” : 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund, 

February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
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November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
April 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rocky 
Johnson. Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 
Bundy. 





MAY 1984 


May 1984/COLOR PINUP: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo, 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack, Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 


October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports, 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A.; Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
fendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 

July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 


| Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson, 
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November 1986/COLOR PINUP; Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


APRIL 1987 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
a Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
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INTERVIEW 


(Continued from page 24) 


Wow! You're really sounding like 
your father, now. That’s always 
been the Hennig philosophy: win 
at all costs and don’t worry about 
who you hurt, hasn’t it? 


: That’s the way it is, Rosenbaum. 


Look at Greg. The guy’s always 
been a goody two shoes, followed 
the straight and narrow all his 
life, does everything everybody 
asks of him, but he’s never done 
a thing. 

Never done a thing? He held the 
tag team belts with Jim Brunzell 
for almost two years. That’s nev- 
er doing a thing? That’s certainly 
more than you’ve ever done! 


: Two years when? Back in 1981? 


That’s ancient history. His career 
is over, and now I’m happy to be 
rid of him. He never did anything 
but hold me back, but he’s not 
holding me back now. The big- 
gest mistake I ever made was 
apologizing to him that time I hit 
him. I should’ve just left him be- 
hind right then and there. 

And what would that have done? 
Simple. I’d have gotten the mon- 
key off my back. Nothing but 
bad things have happened since I 
started teaming with him, but 
now the future is getting brighter. 
Things are looking up for Curt 
Hennig. 

Care to explain? The way I see it, 
you no longer have a tag team 
partner, you don’t have any 
friends, you don’t have the sup- 
port of the fans, and you still 
haven’t been able to win the belt 
from Bockwinkel. How are things 
looking up? 

Because my entire attitude has 
changed. When I wrestled Bock- 
winkel on Christmas night, I 
could’ve beaten him, but I decid- 
ed to stick entirely to my scientif- 
ic moves. Well, you just can’t do 
that against a guy like Bockwink- 
el, because he knows how to use 
the rules to his advantage. I 
should’ve resorted to some of his 





Hennig—rolling Bockwinkel into a Boston 
crab—says the AWA referees, officials, and 
fans have been cheating him for years. 


lowly tactics. Then 1 could’ve 
won and I’d have the title right 
now. 

WS: And it took all this time for you 
to realize that? Besides, you lost 
that match when you threw him 
over the top rope. Talk about 
Bockwinkel’s lowly tactics. 

CH: I accidentally threw Bockwinkel 
over the ropes, and besides, he 
helped himself over. Since- then, 
I’ve dominated my matches 
against him, I’m fhis close to 
winning the World championship. 
In fact, when does this magazine 
hit the newsstands? 

WS: In a few weeks. 

CH: Well, I guarantee you that by the 
time this rag hits the stands, I'll 
be World champion. In fact, why 
don’t you go down the hall, get 
the belt from Bockwinkel, give it 
to me, and pose me on the cover. 
It'll be an exclusive. Curt Hennig 
is giving you an exclusive. 

WS: No thanks, Curt. Take it up with 
[Bill] Apter. 

CH: Apter. King of the fan favorites. 


Lord of the losers. He’s a Bock- 
winkel fan. 

WS: He’s an impartial reporter. 

CH; Tell me about it. I’ve learned the 
hard way that nobody in this 
sport is impartial, not the writers, 
not the referees, not even the 
AWA president. It’s every man 
for himself. That’s the sad fact of 
this game. 

WS: Boy, are you bitter. I never 
thought I’d hear Curt Hennig 
talking this way. 

CH: To tell you the truth, neither did 
I, but I’m glad I finally saw the 
light. How do you explain this: 
I’m considered to be one of the 
greatest scientific wrestlers in the 
world, I’m in great shape, I was 
‘taught by my father, but I’ve 
never won the heavyweight title. 
I’ll give you the answer: I’ve been 
cheated, not only by the refs, but 
by the fans. They lured me into 
thinking that I was going about 
things the right way. 

WS: And now you know differently? 

CH: Now I know what to do if I’m 
gonna do the one thing my father 
never did, and that’s win the 
heavyweight championship. When 
I win it, I'll dedicate it to my 
father, and everybody will respect 
the Hennig name once again. I’m 
doing this for him. 

WS: You really believe that Greg hit 
you on purpose? You still haven’t 
realized that Zukhov ducked out 
of the way? 

CH: Ducked out of the way my foot. 
Gagne telegraphed his punch pur- 
posely so that Zukhov would 
duck and it would hit me. No- 
body could possibly miss by that 
much. And then, when I was 
hurt, did he help me? No. He 
kept on wrestling Zukhov. That 
did it for me. That’s all the proof 
I needed. 

WS: Curt, it’s sad to see you this way. 
Maybe you’d just better go on 
watching those films. 

CH: That’s right. Look at my father 
go! Check out that ol’ Hennig 
magic! Way to go, Pops! Get 
’em there, that’s the way ...0 
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RUDE & FERNANDEZ 


(Continued from page 28) 


stars’ Top 10 is an accurate reflection 
of the status The Road Warriors have 
earned. “‘I trust the editors of the 
world’s largest-selling wrestling maga- 
zines know what they. are doing,’’ El- 
lering says. “If they see fit to rate us 
number one in the world, the tendency 
here is to agree with them. Mr. Rude 
is upset because he is not number one. 
He is not alone. The Legion of Doom 
has upset many people over the years. 
Mr. Rude will not be the last. 

“There is little doubt the Road War- 
riors remain the top tag team in the 
country. There is no real competition 
in the U.S. That is why we were 
forced to travel to Japan.” 

Rude sizzles at such remarks. ‘‘Get- 
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Fernandez throws Gibson into the ring barri- 
er as he and Rude defeat The Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Express. 


ting no respect from a bum like Eller- 


ing doesn’t bother me,” he says. ‘‘In 
Texas, after I went through the entire 
Von Erich family and won the World 
Class championship, I didn’t get any 
respect. That will never bother me. 
What | don’t understand is how sup- 
posedly objective journalists like those 
at Wrestling Superstars and other mag- 
azines don’t recognize our obvious ex- 
cellence. We are number one, we 
should be rated number one, we de- 
mand to be rated number one!” 

“Tf there is no competition in the 
NWA, then why can’t the Warriors 
win our title?’? adds the champions’ 
manager, Paul Jones. ‘‘Because they’re 
washed up. The Road Warriors are 
slow and predictable. They’re making 





Rude, leapfrogging over a charging Rick Morton, says he didn’t get respect even when he 
was the World Class champion. He cannot believe that Wrestling Superstars does not rank 


him and Fernandez in the number-one spot. 


the same moves they made three years 
ago. Ellering can’t manage his way 
into a clean pair of underwear. 

“The Road Warriors didn’t go to 
Japan,”” Jones emphasizes. “They fled 
to Japan.” 

“What the hell do we have to do?” 
asks Manny Fernandez. ‘‘All we can 
do is win. We are accused of many 


different kinds of tactics, but the bot- 
tom line is that we are the champions. 
Our efforts should be recognized. We 
should be rated number one in every 
magazine. The Warriors have all the 
political clout, all the connections. In 
the end it won’t matter. Let them stay 
number one on paper. In the flesh, 
Rick and I are the greatest.’’ L) 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 20) 


40 minutes have expired and Martel is 
exhausted. Now it's up to the relatively 
inexperienced Zenk to carry the load, a 
difficult task to be sure. Zenk tries to 
flip Hawk, but this is a foolish maneu- 
ver. Hawk catches Zenk and slams him 
viciously to the mat. He then throws 
Zenk off the ropes and catches him 
with a knee to the groin. 

Hawk now goes in for the kill. He 
picks up Zenk one more time, presses 
him above his head, and slams him to 
the mat. He hooks Zenk’s left leg and 
covers him for the pin. Tommy Young 
gives the three-count, but no, says 
Marella: Zenk’s right leg was draped 
over the bottom rope after he was 
slammed. 

Zenk gets back on his feet, and the 
match continues. But already the series 


Hawk presses Ric Flair over his head. Hawk 
pressed Martel and threw him over the top 
rope to earn a DQ for his team in match 
one. 


has its first controversy. The NWA ref- 
eree counted a pin for the NWA team, 
but the WWF referee voided it. The 
Road Warriors are irate and shout at 
Marella. Young tries to break things up, 
but Animal and Hawk are out of con- 
trol. Now, both men are in the ring 
and viciously assaulting Zenk. 

Martel tries to save his partner, but 
Hawk picks up Martel and throws him 
over the top rope. At the exact same 
time, both referees call for the bell. 
Hawk is disqualified for throwing Mar- 
tel over the top rope at 44:36 and the 
Can-Ams have managed to win the 
first match of the series. 

The crowd roars its approval, but it’s 
obvious to everyone watching that on 
this night, the Warriors were the supe- 


rior team, For the Can-Ams to clinch 
the series, they'll have to change their 
tactics drastically. 

“We proved to everyone what a 
bunch of wimps those guys really are,” 
growls Animal at the postmatch inter- 
view. “If not for that WWF ref, we'd be 
up 1-0. But we're not concerned. 
They've got us mad, and when Animal 
and Hawk are mad, nothing can stop 
us. 


_ MATCH Two: | 
TOKYO, JAPAN 


Another sellout crowd packs Jingu 
Stadium, but this time the crowd is 
obviously pro-Warriors. Many fans 
have their faces. painted like Animal 
and Hawk, and everyone seems to be 
wearing Road Warrior T-shirts. The 
Japanese press has turned out en mas- 
se for this match, and television cam- 
eras are seen throughout the stadium. 

Just minutes before match time. Paul 
Ellering, guest commentator for the 
match, walks into The Road Warriors’ 
dressing room and greets the two men 
whose career he guided for so many 
years. “Good luck, guys,” says Ellering 
as the cameras click wildly. “You guys 
have always had what it takes. Dig 
down deep and get it done tonight.” 
The three men shake hands, and as 
Ellering leaves, the look of determina- 
tion is obvious on the faces of Animal 
and Hawk. 

Finally, the bell rings for match two, 
and once again the Warriors come out 
at full speed. Martel tries a flying drop- 
kick, but Animal ducks out of the way. 
Martel lands on his feet but is startled 
by an Animal elbowsmash. Animal 
grabs Martel in a headlock and delivers 
closed-fist blows to his head. Animal 
tags off and, as the crowd roars its 
approval, Hawk continues the assault. 

But the Can-Ams did not become the 
top contenders for the WWF belts by 
accident, and they follow up with an 
amazing display of aerial and scientific 
techniques. Martel tags off to Zenk, 
who brings Hawk down with an arm- 
drag. Then, as Zenk holds Hawk, Mar- 
tel comes off the middle rope with an 
elbowsmash. 

For the first time in the series, the 
Can-Ams are truly in control. Zenk 
slings Martel into the ropes, and the 
veteran comes back swiftly with a fly- 
ing dropkick to Hawk's face. Then, the 
Can-Ams execute a double-dropkick be- 
fore referee Young ushers Martel out of 





Martel vaults over Brian Blair. In match two, 
the Can-Ams would have to wrestle harder 
and faster against the Warriors. 


the ring. 

It's quickly apparent that the Can- 
Ams have changed their style. They're 
working faster, and working together; 
acting instead of reacting, realizing that 
they can’t stand still and allow the larg- 
er Warriors to turn the match into an 
all-out brawl. The Warriors, having 
never faced such a team in the NWA, 
aren't quite sure how to react. 

Then, the incredible happens. With 
less than 15 minutes gone in the 
match, Animal tosses Zenk into the 
turnbuckles, but in one motion, Zenk 
springs to the second rope, waits for 
Animal to move in, and spins around 
with a flying bodypress. Animal, how- 
ever, is ready for the maneuver, 
catches Zenk in midair, pivots on his 
' left foot, and powerslams the young 
grappler to the mat in one motion. As 
Animal pins Zenk’s shoulders, referee 
Marella gives the three-count. 

Suddenly and shockingly, the series 
is tied. The time: 14 minutes, 35 sec- 
onds. The teams are headed back to 
the United States for a showdown in 
the Metrodome. 


It's New Year's Day, but neither The 
Road Warriors nor The Can-Am Con- 
nection did any partying the night be- 
fore. In preparation for the biggest 
match of their careers, both teams 
went to bed early on New Year's Eve 
and engaged in a brief workout session 
the following morning. 

Two hours before match time, fans 
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(Continued from page 63) 


are already starting to file in to the 
Metrodome. The Road Warriors have 
not wrestled here since their AWA 
days, and their return has been eagerly 
anticipated. Martel, always a favorite in 
the AWA, has been back a few times, 
but never for a match of _ this 
magnitude. 

An interesting pattern of fan alle- 
giance is developing. Most male fans 
are rooting for The Road Warriors; 
most female fans are rooting for the 
Can-Ams. Today, the mix appears to 
be equal, which pleases Albano. “I 
didn’t want either team to have an 
unfair advantage, and that’s the way it 
worked out,” he says. 

Both teams predict an easy victory. 
“They just got lucky last time,” says 
Zenk. “I made a rookie’s mistake, but 
I've learned from that experience. It 
won't happen again.” 

“This series should be over,” says 
Animal. “But don’t worry, we’re gonna 
end it early. I guarantee it.” 

But Animal is dead wrong. Both 
teams come out cautiously, not want- 
ing to make a mistake. The previous 
two matches were both decided on 
costly errors. One bad move tonight 
could mean disaster. Albano watches 
from -ringside, taking notes every so 
often, and probably wondering which 
team he would soon be managing. 

The opening 10 minutes are a chess 
match. Animal wins a test of strength 
against Martel, but Martel, hoping to 
neutralize the Warriors’ power by tak- 
ing the match déwn low, uses a leg 
takedown to bring Animal to the mat. 
Martel then attempts a figure-four leg- 
lock, but Animal kicks out before he 
can complete the maneuver. 

Finally, things start to heat up. Hawk 
armdrags Zenk to the mat, places his 
left foot on the youngster's stomach, 
and pounds on Zenk’s outstretched arm 
with his right foot. Hawk then delivers 
a kick to Zenk's midsection, making 
him roll over in pain. Defenseless, Zenk 
is lifted above Hawk’s head and tossed 
into the turnbuckle. The thud of Zenk’s 
stiff body crashing against the hard 
turnbuckle vibrates through the 
stadium. 

Now 30 minutes have expired, and 
once again the Warriors are using their 
power to put the Can-Ams on the de- 
fensive. Animal pounds Martel’s head 
while the young veteran tries to grab 
hold of Animal’s arm. The Road War- 
rior uses his awesome power to lift 
Martel up by the legs, then smashes 





Tom Zenk wrings Jim Garvin’s arm. Zenk is 
the victim of a vicious attack from Hawk 
early in match three. 


him down on the back of his heels. 
Martel is stunned, but manages to tag 
off to Zenk. 

It's apparent that Zenk has come a 
long way since the series began. He's 
much more cautious and stays an arm's 
length away from Animal, waiting for 
an opening. Finally, unable to get any- 
thing going, Animal tags off to Hawk, 
who comes charging into the ring like 
a wildman. He pounds away at Zenk’s 
muscular shoulders, then flings him into 
the ropes. But instead of bouncing 
back, Zenk falls through the ropes and 
out to the floor. 

Hawk chases after him and the first 
outside-the-ring brawl of the series 
takes place. Zenk is lying on the floor; 
Hawk sets him up for a piledriver. Zenk 
has a look of horror on his face as he 
is slammed head first into the concrete 
floor. A cut opens up on Zenk’s fore- 
head and soon his face is a mask of 
blood. Martel goes to help his partner, 
and Animal joins the fray. 

Now things are threatening to break 
out of control. Fortunately, however, 
both referees force The Road Warriors 
to go back into the ring while Martel 
helps Zenk to his feet. Zenk stumbles 
into the ring and is greeted by an Ani- 
mal kneedrop. He reaches for Martel’s 
hand, but can’t make the tag. Animal 
kicks Zenk in the face and sends him 
flipping back into Martel’s outstretched 
arm. 


(Continued on page 66) 
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Animal grabs Martel around the 
waist and picks him up in a bearhug. 
For the next three minutes, Martel 
struggles to break loose while referee 
Young asks him if he wants to submit. 
Martel bravely battles back, and finally 
works his way free. 

The announcer informs the crowd 
that 60 minutes have expired. The 
teams are now late into the third 
match, and the toll this transcontinental 
battle has taken shows on the face of 
all four men. Hawk looks amazed. 
How could these wimps have survived 
this long? he seems to be thinking. 

Incredibly, the final 30 minutes are 
the highlight of the tournament, a fast- 
paced, incredibly brutal halfhour con- 
taining 24 two-counts, 16 by The Road 
Warriors. Animal bodyslams Martel and 
gets a two-count from Young, then 
Martel reverses a small-package for an- 
other two-count. Animal bounces off 
the ropes into a Martel suplex for a 
near pinfall; Animal comes back with a 
flying dropkick and covers Martel for 
another two-count. 

Hawk and Zenk tag into the ring. 
Hawk comes down squarely on top of 
Zenk’s head with an elbow, then digs 
his knee into Zenk’s groin once again. 
Zenk manages to trip Hawk to the mat 
and struggles to turn him over the pin. 
For the first time in the series, Zenk 
covers a Road Warrior and gets the 
two-count. 

Five minutes remaining. Zenk misses 
with a flying dropkick. Hawk works on 
his opponent's arm, then twists his leg 
like a pretzel. Zenk is in pain. Hawk 
goes for the pin. Two-count, Four min- 
utes remaining. Zenk struggles to his 
feet and connects with a dropkick. A 
second one sends Hawk to the mat. 
Zenk tags off to Martel. Finally, the 
moment everyone had been waiting 
for: Martel executes his over-the-top- 
rope vault, but Hawk moves out of the 
way. 

Three minutes remaining. It's now 
Animal against Martel. Power against 
speed. Martel ducks away from a Mar- 
tel forearm smash. Animal moves aside 
as Martel flies off the ropes with a 
bodypress. Animal goes, for the pin. 
Martel struggles back to his feet. Two 
minutes remaining. Animal and Martel 
exchange punches. The crowd rises to 
its feet. Time-is running down. 

One minute remaining. Animal and 
Hawk have Martel trapped in their cor- 
ner, but Zenk runs in to save his part- 
ner. All four men are in the ring en- 
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DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 64) 





Harley Race) wouldn't be enough to score 
the third-match victory against the Warriors. 


gaged in an all-out brawl. Thirty 
seconds remaining. Young and Marella 
try to break things up, but the two 
teams have a score to settle. The 
crowd is whipped into a frenzy. Blood 
is flowing rapidly from Zenk's forehead. 
Martel opens up a deep gash over Ani- 
mal’s eye. 

Ten seconds. Animal smashes Zenk. 
Five seconds. Animal goes in for the 
cover. Three seconds. Young moves in 
for the count. One second. Martel rips 
Animal off Zenk. The bell rings. The 
teams have gone to the 90-minute time 
limit, and the match is in the hands of 
the judges. 

Both teams are sent to their respec- 
tive corners, each holding their hands 
up claiming victory. Albano climbs into 
the ring and congratulates both teams 
for wrestling a great match. The crowd 
is standing and cheering. Finally, Alba- 
no is handed the envelope containing 
the judges’ decision. 

“Ladies and gentlemen,” shouts Alba- 
no, “we have a split decision! Judge 
Verne Gagne has ruled the match for 
The Can-Am Connection. Judge Bill 
Apter has ruled the match for The 
Road Warriors. And Judge Buddy Rog- 
ers has ruled for the winners of the 
match, the series, and my management 
for a year—The Road Warriors!” 





In the dressing room, The Road 
Warriors receive a congratulatory mes- 
sage from Paul Ellering. “Good work, 
guys,” says Ellering. “And just remem- 
ber, one year from now, I'll be back to 


manage the NWA World tag team 
champions.” 

Albano first goes to the Can-Ams’ 
dressing room, where he says a few 
words to Martel and Zenk. “You men 
wrestled a good series, a great series, a 
series for all the ages,” says Albano. 
“You should be proud of yourselves. It 
would have been an-honor to manage 
you.” . 

Finally, Albano greets his new team, 
The Road Warriors, and predicts great 
things to come. “We will win the belts, 
we will win them within a month, and 
we will never lose them,” says Albano 
as Animal and Hawk shake their heads 
in agreement. “This team has shown 
me that they have what it takes to do 
anything they want. They are the 
greatest tag team | have ever seen.”, 

Immediately, a series of matches is 
signed against Rick Rude and Manny 
Fernandez. The Road Warriors, already 
considered the finest team in the NWA, 
have added a new weapon to their 
arsenal. But they did it the hard 
way. 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

June 1980/Graham, Patera, Rhodes, 
Lawler, Zbyszko. 

July 1980/Bruno-Graham, Samoans, 
Star Wars 1980, 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling II, 
Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn. 

March 1981/SPECIAL EDITION—Re- 
sults of 1980 Fan Awards Poll 

April 1981/Atlas, Flair, Moondogs, 
Wrestling Il. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 

August 1981/Freebirds, Mascaras, 
Wrestling II, Brisco. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
October 1981/Rich-Race, Hogan-Han- 
sen, Moondogs, Freebirds, Putski-Koloff. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre, 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd, 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
Star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

dune 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Fiair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 








February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Bian- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Fiair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 
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March 1985/Starrcade "84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Flair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 


NA 


AUGUST 1985 


August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions ll. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Orndortf, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


January paaibrall a ana Abdul- 


lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 
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WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, tines de 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts II. 
July 1986/Omdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rud 

Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
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TOP10 TAG TEAMS 
HULK HOGAN THE ROAD WARRIORS 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 567 pounds 
WWF World champion No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
RIC FLAIR MANNY FERNANDEZ & RICK RUDE 
243, letibns he MN Combined weight: 487 pounds 
NWA Wi champion NWA World tag team cha 
RICK STEAMBOAT BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHART 
238, Honolulu, HI Combined weight: 515 pounds 
WWF Int | champion WWF World tag team 
NIKITA KOLOFF THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
275, Moscow, Russia Combined oe 461 pounds 
heavyw champion AWA World tag team 
BARRY WINDHAM THE CAN-AM CONECTION 
236, Sesame ™ Combined ht: 473 pounds 
No. 1 contender: NWA World titie No. 1 cont to tag team title 
RANDY SAVAGE THE SUPERPOWERS 
245, Sarasota, FL latina weight: 577 pounds 
No. 1 contender to WWF L-C title Le cote WA tag team title 
LEX LUGER STING & RICK STEINER 
268, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 518 pounds 
No. 1 contender: U.S. title | UWF tag team champions 
NICK BOCKWINKEL THE FANTASTICS 
245, Beverly Hills, CA one nade 462 pag ose 
No. 1 contender: AWA World title CCW tag team title 
STEVE WILLIAMS THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
265, Norman, OK” Sed weight: re inds 
No. 1 contender: title No. 1 cont .S. tag team title 
; ; 1 CURT HENNIG 1 STEVE KEIRN a MARK STARR 
= ao 235, pe lanadicy MN Combined weight: 472 pounds 
Randy Savage No. 2 contender: AWA World title AWA Southern tag team champions 
NWA AWA WWF UWF 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champi UWF Champion: 
RIC FLAIR TITLE HELD UP HULK HOGAN BIG BUBBA ROGERS 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 


See “Superstar Grapevine” 
1—NICK BOCKWINKEL 


302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—RICK STEAMBOAT 


348, Louisville, KY 
1—STEVE WILLIAMS 


275, Moscow, Russia 245, Beverly Hills, CA 238, Honolulu, HI 265, Norman, OK 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 2—CURT HENNIG 2—RANDY SAVAGE 2—TED DiBIASE 

236, Sweetwater, TX 235, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 247, Omaha, NE 
3—TULLY BLANCHARD 3—LARRY ZBYSZKO 3—HARLEY RACE 3—EDDIE GILBERT 

235, San Antonio, TX 248, Pittsburgh, PA 258, Kansas City, MO 222, Lexington, TN 
4—DUSTY RHODES 4—GREG GAGNE 4—JAKE ROBERTS 4—TERRY GORDY 

302, Austin, TX 220, Robbinsdale, MN 246, Stone Mountain, GA 289, Chattanooga, TN 
5—LEX LUGER 5—AUSTIN IDOL 5—ANDRE THE GIANT 5—BARRY WINDHAM 

268, Chicago, IL 240, Las Vegas, NV 525, Grenoble, France 236, Sweetwater, TX 
6—MIKE ROTUNDO 6—JIMMY SNUKA 6—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 6—CHRIS ADAMS 

245, Syracuse, NY 251, Fiji Islands 275, Tampa, FL 228, Stratford on Avon, England 
7—JIM GARVIN 7—D.J. PETERSON 7—BILLY JACK HAYNES 7—TERRY TAYLOR 

235, Tampa, FL 245, St. Joseph, MO 245, Portland, OR 225, Vero Beach, FL 
8—BRAD ARMSTRONG 8—LEON WHITE 8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 8—STING 

226, Marietta, GA 375, Denver, CO 280, Glens Falls, NY 270, parts unknown 
9—RIP OLIVER 9—KEVIN KELLY 9—BUTCH REED 9—VLADIMIR PETROV 

245, Tampa, FL 271, Oakland, CA 265, Kansas City, MO 281, Moscow, Russia 

10—WENDELL COOLEY 10—OTTO WANZ 10—KEN PATERA 10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
220, Milton, FL 369, Graz, Austria 245, Portland, OR 242, St. Louis, MO 
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Top 10 and Tag Team ratings, as well as Top 10 
Women ratings, are based on won-lost records 
for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These 


ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial 

board. Most Popularand Most Hated ratings are 
based on nationwide telephone and arena 

surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and 


character of mail that comes to our offices, All 
other ratings are based on the official current 
Positions of challengers to the top title in each 


220, Sweetwater, TX 
4—RON SIMMONS 

260, Perry, GA 
5—SCOTT HALL 

290, Minneapolis, MN 
6—MIKE GRAHAM 

232, Tampa, FL 
7—TAHITIAN PRINCE 

238, Tahiti 
8—SHASKA WHATLEY 

238, El Paso, TX 
9—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 

10—TEUHO KHAN 
232, Singapore 








category; certain titleholders receive an 
automatic spot in the ratings. 
MOST POPULAR MOST HATED 
HULK HOGAN RIC FLAIR 
302, Venice Beach, CA 243, llr Sree MN 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
NIKITA KOLOFF ANDRE THE GIANT 
275, Moscow, Russia 525, Grenoble, ae 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last issue: 1 Most Hated 
BARRY WINDHAM RANDY DY SAVAGE 
36, Sweetwater, 
Lact « No. 2 Most Popular Lacthesun No.2 2 Most Hated 
RICK STEAMBOAT TULLY BLANCHARD 
238, Honolulu, HI 235, San Antonio, TX 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES LEX LUGER 
302, Austin, TX 268, Chicago, IL 
No. 5 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
CHRIS ADAMS TERRY GORDY 
fethoae aan Last lssue: Noo 8 Most Hated 
JAKE ROBERTS CURT HENNIG 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 235, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
KEVIN VON ERICH AUSTIN IDOL 
239, Denton, TX 240, Las Vegas, NV 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
MIKE ROTUNDO DANNY DAVIS 
245, Syracuse, NY 226, Dover, NH 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
JERRY LAWLER NORD THE BARBARIAN 
234, Memphis, TN 316, Bozeman, MT 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 
FLORIDA MID-SOUTHERN 
Florida Champion: Mid-Southern Champion: 
MIKE ROTUNDO AUSTIN IDOL 
245, Syracuse, NY 240, Las Vegas, NV 
1—KEVIN SULLIVAN 1—CHICK DONOVAN 
252, Boston, MA 245, Hollywood, CA 
2—ED GANTNER 2—JERRY LAWLER 
269, Tampa, FL 234, Memphis, TN 
3—KENDALL WINDHAM 3—TOMMY RICH 


242, Hendersonville, TN 
4—SOUL TRAIN JONES 

245, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—JEFF JARRETT 

200, Hendersonville, TN 
6—BIG BUBBA 

407, San Antonio, TX 
7—THE HUNTER 

240, Black Rock Mt., GA 
8—BILL DUNDEE 

214, Melbourne, Australia 
9—ROCKY JOHNSON 

230, Halifax, Nova Scotia 


10—PAT TANAKA 
226, Honolulu, HI 


OFFICIAL 
WRESTLING 
RATINGS 


For period ended May 7, 1987 


U.S, Champion: 
NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
2—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 

236, Sweetwater, TX 
5—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
6—OLE ANDERSON 

261, Minneapolis, MN 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 

231, Montreal, Quebec 
8—ARN ANDERSON 

249, Minneapolis, MN 
9—LAZOR-TRON 

220, parts unknown 


10—TIM HORNER 
235, Morristown, TN 


CONTINENTAL 


Continental Champion: 
WENDELL COOLEY 
220, Milton, FL 
1—MR. WRESTLING Il 
246, Atlanta, GA 
2—BUDDY LANDELL 
, 236, Los Angeles, CA 
3—TENNESSEE STUD 
244, Dyresburg, TN 
4—DUTCH MANTEL 
224, Oil Trough, TX 
5—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 
227, South Wales 
6—JIMMY GOLDEN 
235, Montgomery, AL 
7—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
8—MIKE GOLDEN 
238, Oklahoma City, OK 
9—SCOTT CASEY 
242, San Antonio, TX 
10—ROBERT FULLER 
238, Dyresburg, TN 
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WORLD CLASS 


World Class Champion: 
KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
i—NORD THE BARBARIAN 
316, Bozeman, MT 
2—BRIAN ADIAS 
238, Denton, TX 
3—MR. JEEP SWENSON 
375, Nigeria 
4—RED RIVER JACK 
284, parts unknown 
5—STEVE SIMPSON 
230, Johannesburg, South Africa 
6—ERIC EMBRY 
225, Lexington, KY 
7—AL MADRIL 
25, Los Angeles, CA 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 
260, Arlington, TX 
9—BLACK BART 
261, Pampa, TX 
10—ELI THE ELIMINATOR 
265, Gary, IN 


Bynes 
132, New ees LA 
2—MiISTY BLUE SIMMES 
U.S. & IWF Women’s 
118, Glens Falls, NY 


3—LELANI KAI 
All Pacific Women’s champion 
127, Honolulu, HI 
4—WENDI RICHTER 
WWC Women’s champion 
142, Dallas, TX 
5—LINDA Di DALLAS | 
S. & IWF title 
moa ee ~~ 


6—FABULOUS MOOLAH 
WWF Women’s champion 
138, Columbia, SC 


7—CANDI DIVINE 
No. 1 contender: AWA title 
127, Nashville, TN 


8—KAT LeROUX 
No. 2 contender: U.S. & IWF title 
120, New Orleans, LA 


9—JUDY MARTIN 
1 contender: 


WWF title 
7, ‘Conee sc 
10—FENNY f MITCHELL EA ate 


. i, Petras MO- 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


We've finally given in ... sort of. The “Ratings Analysis” in 
the Summer 1987 issue of Wrestling Superstars discussed the 
Mid-Southern/AWA connection and explained why wrestlers 
from the Mid-Southern area, such as Austin Idol, were listed 
in the AWA ratings. We explained that in the Memphis area, 
the Mid-Southern title is referred to as the “AWA Southern 
title,” but here at PWI, we've historically viewed it as a 
separate entity. 

We also pointed out that in the Memphis area, the AWA 
title is held in high regard, and that many Mid-Southern stars 
have received shots at AWA World champion Nick Bockwink- 
el. In recent months, this has become even truer. Still, we 
chose to remain with our designation of the Mid-Southern 
title. 

But things have changed quite a bit in wrestling over the 
past few months. Recently, the National Wrestling Alliance 
dropped recognition of the Southern title in Florida and now 
only recognizes the Florida title. This wiped out any possibili- 
ty of confusion between the NWA Southern title and the 
AWA Southern title, opening the door for a name change. 

In addition, Bockwinkel has made frequent visits to the 
Mid-Southern area in recent months. An intense battle is 
currently raging in Memphis over shots for the AWA World 
title. It is, in fact, the hottest feud in the area, and Bockwink- 
el himself has said that the Mid-Southern wrestlers offer 
some of his toughest competition. 

With this in mind, we've finally given in. We will now 
refer to the Mid-Southern championship as the AWA South- 
ern title, and likewise we will refer to the Mid-Southern tag 
team title as the AWA Southern tag team title. The AWA 
Southern champion will now be considered one of the top 
contenders for the World champion:nip. Other Mid-South- 
ern title contenders will also be considered for the AWA 
ratings. But the area will still be referred to as “Mid- 
Southern.” 

Hopefully, this will end all confusion for the time being. 
“This is probably the way it should be,” said Editor-in-Chief 
Stu Saks. “We've always tried to do things to avoid confusion 
for our readers. Now that the Mid-Southern wrestlers are 
actually wrestling the AWA champ, our title designations 
should reflect that fact. In the past, it was a rare event when 
a Mid-Southern wrestler met the AWA champ, but times 
have changed.” 

Yes, times have changed. And so have we. 


Back by popular demand. \n the July 1987 issue of our sister 
publication Pro Wrestling Illustrated, we rated the top 10 
managers in wrestling. This proved to be a very popular 
feature, so we thought we'd rerun it (with a few necessary 
updates) for those of you who didn’t see that issue. 
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MANAGERS 
1—BOBBY HEENAN 

Andre the Giant, Paul Orndorff 
2—PAUL ELLERING 

The Road Warriors 
3—JIM CORNETTE 

The Midnight Express 
4—JIMMY HART 

The Hart Foundation 
5—ELIZABETH 

Randy Savage 
6—J.J. DILLON 

The Four Horsemen 
7—SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK 

House of Humperdink 
8—PAUL JONES 

Manny Fernandez, Rick Rude 
9—GEN. SKANDOR AKBAR 

Bubba Rogers 
10—GARY HART 

Abdullah the Butcher 


Analysis: Bobby Heenan proved his managerial genius by 
getting Andre the Giant a shot at Hulk Hogan’s WWF World 
championship. It’s a manager’s responsibility to get his men 
top matches. Heenan has succeeded grandly in this respect 
... Paul Ellering’s genius brought The Road Warriors to where 
they are today: the number-one team in the world ... Jim 
Cornette, another genius manager, made the right move by 
firing Dennis Condrey to shake up The Midnight Express. 
Hiring Stan Lane was an even better move ... Jimmy Hart, 
not Danny Davis, is the main reason why The Hart Founda- 
tion holds the WWF World tag team title ... Elizabeth’s stock 
dropped when Randy Savage lost the Intercontinental title, 
but her business sense cannot be faulted ... J.J. Dillon is the 
brains behind The Four Horsemen, one of the most dominant 
forces in wrestling today ... Sir Oliver Humperdink has put 
together a virtual army down in the Florida area ... Paul 
Jones, once severely criticized due to his penchant for using 
his men for his personal gain, has managed Manny Fernan- 
dez and Rick Rude to glory of their own ... Gen. Skandor 
Akbar got rid of One Man Gang when the former UWF 
champion lost the UWF belt, then went right out and recruit- 
ed the new champion, Bubba Rogers ... Gary Hart’s ability to 
constantly recruit top stars from remote places around the 
world has become legendary. 


Well, whaddya think? We'd like to hear your opinions 
about our manager ratings, or about any of our ratings, for 
that matter. The address for mail is: ‘Ratings Analysis,” c/o 
Wrestling Superstars, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


Bobby Heenan 


Jim Cornette 









In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to the pro: 





Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP... .. All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE 
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Start your own money 
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65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That's the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 





No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck, Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 










BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 

We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’.. . all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“T've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- Y 
Belsaw Course.”’ Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 





With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail, DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
51170 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 





BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade '83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman’s 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


RAL RAM WARD 


THE AML AN 
ORTAN 
OAT moms 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash"’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash”: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
©The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

® Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

@ Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass ; 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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| Make check or money order payable and send to: rake check or money order payable and send to: ZI 
TV SPORTS TV SPORTS 

| Box 48 LORDS OF THE RING | || 80x 48 RINGMASTERS | 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


